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THE PALOUNGS. 
BY DR. FRANCIS MASON, TOUNGOO, BURMAH. 


There is, perhaps, no part of the world, out of Africa, of which the civilized world 
knows so little as the interior of Burmah. We have the names of hosts of the tribes 
which inhabit that region, but the names only. 

We have heard of the Paloungs for many years; but beyond the fact that there 
was a tribe of that name, and that they were tea-growers, we knew nothing. Some 
associated them with the Karens, and wrote them down a Karen tribe; others, with 
the Shans, and regarded them as an offshoot of the Tai family. 

I have lately met with a Paloung among the Shan converts to the Roman Catholic: 
faith ; and from him I have gathered a few items concerning his people not before 
known. 

He is a stout man, of about five feet eight inches in height, with an intelligent 
face, very slightly lozenge-shaped, its breadth across the cheek bones exceeding only 
by a trifle the breadth across the temples. The difference is not near so much as in 
the Karens and Burmese, yet his head is decidedly of the Mongolian type, and his 
countenance is more that of a Shan than of any other nation. 

The Paloungs appear to have reached about the same measure of civilization as the 
Shans. They are Buddhists, have priests and monasteries, images and pagodas. 
Though tributary to the Burmese, they have a Saubwa of their own, who maintains 
considerable state ; sitting on a throne, and carrying a white umbrella. 

The land is under good cultivation, and the hills are covered with the tea-tree, 
which, however, is not indigenous, but has been introduced. Tea is their staple 
article of commerce, of which they make large quantities, and export it, they say, to 
China, as well as to Burmah, the Shan States and Siam. 

The langugge is very peculiar, and decides at once that the people are neither Ka- 
rens nor Shans. Hodgson says of the numeral three, ‘‘Sum, shum, sam, song, san, 
tham, tum, in all the Tibeto-Himalayan and Sudo-Chinese tongues.’’ The Paloung | 
confessedly belongs to this category ; yet the word for three is a-hwe, bearing no affin- . 
ity to any of those sounds. 

The Paloungs call themselves Pa-ang; and this is not their word for man, as has . 
been conjectured, for they call man Ie or Hie. 
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The Paloungs. [January, 


There are several peculiar final consonants. Some words end in eth, with a very 
strong breathing at the close, and many in rr or rh, with an aspirate after uttering 
the r. 

Like the English and Karen, but unlike the Burmese, the order of words in a sen- 
tence is nominative, verb, object, as: 


12 $ 4 
Au how neu kung, I go to the city. 
Hme ie, Strike a man. (Hme, to strike.) 
At bang-bo, Shut the door. (At, to shut.) 
a Gway neu kung, Reiwain in the city. (Gway, to remain.) 


Noun-particles precede the nouns with which they are connected, as : 


Gan, A house. 
Nau gan, In a house. 
Resh gan, ; Out of a house. 
Gour gan, Above a house. 
‘ Deu gan, Under a house. 
: Re-ei gan, Before a house. 
‘ 3 Re ban gan, Behind a house. 
; : Ka-dei gan, Between a house. 


Several words from the very limited collection I have made, indicate a connection 
with the Kassia and Naga languages of Assam, as : 


Mau, Stone, Kassia, Mau. 
On, Water, do. Ka-um. 
Gan, House, Naga, Ham. 
Kearh, Moon, do. Khart. 
Rot, Come, do. Rahai. 
Au, I (pers. pron.) do. A 
The numerals differ widely from any other set that have been hitherto met among i 
the Burmese nations. Most of them, however, are allied to the Naga, and one is Fi 
Kassia ; as: J 
1 Hle, Ling, + Ahom, ur 
2 Arh Ar, Kassia, Sh, Naga. s 
3 Awhe, 
4 Phon, Pu, Naga, ; 
5 Phan, Phunga, 
6 Tor, Tarok, 
7 Poor, 
8 Ta, Te, “ 
9 Tim, Teku, és he 
10 Kerh, Kurr, 
100 Pe-yah, Puga, “ 


There are no Karens in the Paloung country, but they are replaced b¥ Ka-klyens, 
‘who have precisely the same habits as the Karens of this country. Some are quiet 
cultivators of the mountains ; but others are incorrigible robbers, who live by plun- 
der and the avails of slaves they make in their inroads on their neighbors. The Pa- 
.oungs call them Khyen ; and it may yet appear that the Khyens of southern Burmah, 
who tattoo their women’s faces, are a branch of the same tribe. 
Toungoo, July 30, 1862. 
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TOUNGOO MISSION. 
LETTERS FROM NATIVE PREACHERS, 


The Christians at Toungoo, 

Dr. Mason, of the Toungoo Mission, com- 
municates the following translation of a letter 
from Shapau, the oldest Bghai preacher in 
connection with this mission. The letter is 
dated Aug. 3, 1862. 

This year, through the grace of God, 
all the churches and disciples are stead- 
fast, every one of them. And during the 
present season, our brethren who had 
been caught in the snare of the devil at 
one station, have repented and taken a 
teacher again, and worship God, and 
It is God who 
Let us rejoice to- 


learn to read as formerly. 
has converted them. 
gether on their account. 

The village of Khen-ya worshipped God 
three years and then fell away ;* but now 
they have repented, have got a teacher, 
are studying books, worshipping God, 
and doing better than they ever did be- 
fore. 
up their teacher, but they have agreed to 


And the village of Phye had given 


receive him so soon as the rains close. 
Pray for them, that God may incline 
their hearts to do as they have promised, 

In these things, He who ean do all 
things displays his Wonderful works in 
the presence of his disciples; and those 
whose minds have been enlightened will 
Let us all who are 
Christians pray fervently that all the un- 


give praise to God. 


converted may be brought to repentance 
und their minds enlightened, every one of 
them. 


The Heathen in Toungoo, 


Some of the worldly people in Toungoo 
have gone among the disciples many 
times, and tried to frighten and destroy 
them, but in vain. Now these worldly 


people come to us and humble themselves. 


Through the grace of God, not one of 


those Christians has stumbled or fallen. 
From ancient days to the present, God 
has watched over his people, and we have 
therefore great reason to rejoice in God. 

In respect to myself this year, through 


* Nine of them have been baptized. 
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the goodness of God, my wife and chil- 
dren and myself are comfortable and hap- 
py. We have had no sickness, no trou- 
ble. God gives me strength to do his 
work, und I feel strong to do whatever 
He has for me to do, to the extent of my 
ability. Pray for me, that my strength 
may not fail. 

Though [ am a teacher among my 
brethren here, it is not because I am 
skilled in books, or because I have got 
wisdom ; but it is because God, who can 
do all things, has raised up a people in 
Toungoo. Let us with our heart rejoice 
and praise God. 


Dr. Wade, of the Maulmain Mission, under 
date of Sept. 8, 1562, also sends extracts from 
the communications of native preachers among 

The first is from Shapau, 
dated Aug. 3, and in some parts seems to be 
only a reproduction of the preceding letter. 


the Bghai Karens. 


‘*May grace and blessing from God, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be upon all the missionaries, native 


preachers, and believers in every place. 
Errors and Abuses Reformed, 


In this Bghai district of Toungoo all 
the churches, by the grace of God, have 
during the present year continued stead- 
fast in the faith of the gospel. The in- 
habitants of one village, who formerly 
became nominal Christians, and after- 
wards, being taken in a snare of the 
devil, drove away their teacher, have 
now repented, reépened their school, and 
re-established the worship of God among 
them. This surely is the work of God’s 
Spirit on their hearts. Let us rejoice in 
the Lord. 

Also a village at the head of the stream 
called Kungar,—the villagers had sus- 
tained a Christian school and Christian 
worship during three years, and then dis- 
carded both. But this year they have 
again called a Christian teacher, and pro- 
fess Christianity more zealously than at 
the first. 

Also at the head waters of the stream 
called Pghah, where a school was former- 
ly established, and afterwards broken up 
by the people,—those same people now 
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4 Maulmain Karen Mission.— Letter from Dr. Wade. [January, 


promise that as soon as the rains subside, 
they will build a school house and place 
of worship and calla teacher. Pray for 
them, that God may influence their hearts 
to do as they have promised. 

These things which I have related 
plainly manifest to the disciples the won- 
der-working power of God. Those whose 
minds are enlightened to see and appreci- 
ate these wonders, cannot refrain from 
giving glory to God. Some of the heath- 
en, also, whose minds are not enlightened, 
express their admiration. Let us who 
believe pray earnestly that the ungodly 
among us may all be enlightened and 
come to repentance. Opposers in this 
region have, on severa] occasions, come 
among the disciples with an armed force 
to plunder and destroy, but they are now 
quiet. In this month of August, I intend 
to make a tour among the churches and 
villages. Follow me with your prayers, 
that my labor in the Lord may be suc- 
cessful.’’ 


The other communication is from Su-aw, 
dated Toungoo, July 28, 1862. The disorders 
he describes are the same that were noticed in 
the communication of Dr. Mason in the Mag. 
for Nov., p. 411, and afterwards reported as 
quelled, in the Mag. for Dec., p. 445. 


The Raid near Toungoo. 


**Aged and beloved teacher, by whom 
also I am loved, I will make known to 
you my circumstances. Since I first heard 
and accepted the glad tidings of God's 
word, I have from time to time been in 
much affliction ; but now, laboring among 
the wild Bghais, I am as one living among 
wolves who tear and devour. A Bghai 
named Pokhay has set himself up for a 
great personage, claiming obedience, and 
demanding taxes from the people. The 
authorities of Toungoo becoming acquaint- 
ed with this fact, sent against him an arm- 
ed force. A number of his adherents were 
killed, but Pokhay himself escaped ; since 
which he has become more violent than 
before. He now oppresses the Christians 
exceedingly ; he burns our places of wor- 
ship with fire, hacks into pieces the Holy 
Scriptures with the edge of the sword and 


casts them into the fire ; indeed, he seems 
resolved to do his utmost to destroy Chris- 
tianity. He has kidnapped a considerable 
number, some of whom he has made 
slaves, and others he has put to death. 
In the village where T reside, he captured 
fifteen persons and killed one, besides de- 
stroying my property, worth fifty rupees. 
Among the captured are my wife and 
son. 
‘Pray for Us.” 


Teacher and brethren, remember us in 
your prayers. Make supplication to God 
on our behalf, that the disciples who have 
escaped and those who are in the hands 
of our enemies exposed to death, may be 
enabled to rely steadfastly on God,—that 
if it be the will of God, those who are in 
captivity may be delivered, as were the 
Israelites from Egypt,—and that those 
who suffer death may attain to happiness. 
Pray that the kingdom of God may be 
permanently established among this peo- 
ple. Pray for me, also, that in this trib- 
ulation I may be patient, and without 
fear and anxiety follow the example of 
saints in former days, who suffered for 
Christ's sake. 

I beseech you also, teachers and breth- 
ren, pray that the power of Satan, his 
customs, his citadels and prison houses 
may be abolished, and the kingdom of 
our God pervade the earth.” 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM DR. WADE. 
Boarding School—Religious Interest. 


We have in Maulmain a male boarding 
school of above sixty pupils, during the 
present rains. A large majority of these 
pupils came to the school in an uncon- 
verted state, and several are from heathen 
localities. An earnest religious concern 
has pervaded the school, and a good num- 
ber have, we believe, been born of the 
Holy Spirit. I assisted a few days ago in 
examining candidates for baptism. Six- 
teen were unanimously received by the 
members of the church. Their baptism 
was to us an interesting scene. 
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HENTHADA MISSION, 
JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS, 


Tour South of Henthada—Christian 
Lullaby. 

Henthada, Jan. iff, 1862.—At the 
close of last month and the first of this, 
I spent two weeks south of Henthada. 
And, as usual, | did not spend a day or 
two in reaching the people. After a lit- 
tle more than an hour’s row, I came to 
our first little church on’ the eastern bank 
of the Irrawadi. Before reaching the 
few houses of Christians there, strains of 
familiar music fell upon my ears. In 
such a wild place | was surprised to hear 
the tune and literal translation of that 
beautiful children’s hymn— 


“There is a happy land 
Far, far away.” 


The first words which struck my ear 
gave power to the tune, 
Yay Shu quai plah pa Sher dai boh, 
“Jesus pardons all our sins.” 

Stopping and turning myself in the di- 
rection of the music, I saw that a young 
mother was using those precious words 
as a lullaby! She had, I ascertained, 
but just begun to learn the praises of Je- 
sus. And so it is over a large part of 
Burmah ; the young are lulled to sleep 
by hymns filled with the most important 
truths of our holy religion! 


New Converts—Baptism. 


I spent a happy day in Bulway, preach- 
ing and administering the ordinances. I 
found several new converts, one of whom 
was baptized. All are Pwo Karens there. 
They came into the church slowly, more 
like Burmans, in that respect, than like 
Sgau Karens, 

All that day I suffered with the cold! 
So searching was the east wind in that 
bleak place. 

From Bulway, I went down stream, 
and spent the Sabbath among the mem- 
bers of a Sgau Karen church in Kau-tee- 
klo. Here I fear the influence of an 
apostate has been baneful. I found that 
most of the male members of the church 
did not go to the early prayer meeting, 
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fearing they might be called upon to take 
some part! But even this is nothing 
more than what is found in some of the 
churches in America. The most pleas- 
ant part of that Sunday was the time I 
spent in preaching to a heathen village 
the gospel of Christ. 

The churches, four in number, on the 
same bank of the river, and south of Kau- 
tee-klo, are our most numerous and effi- 
cient churches. A visit among them 
would have been most pleasant and profit- 
able to me, at least; but I felt that the 
work there might be left principally to 
the two ordained and faithful preachers. 
However, that we might make some ar- 
rangements for the annual Association, I 
requested the pastors and teachers to meet 
me in Sa-kah-gyee. Here I found a 
change, in coming a few miles from Kau- 
tee-klo, O, so pleasing ! 

I had most of one day to spend in a 
private way, or rather in meeting all who 
might call at the chapel to see me. It 
was a busy day. But my time was most- 
ly spent with an intelligent and middle 
aged man, who just then had left the 
Catholics, and was full of inquiries as to 
the way of life, and the manner of wor- 
ship among the Christians. I believe the 
Spirit of God has touched his heart. 


More Converts—Revival. 


Here I met with new converts, but 
some of them were aged persons. Yes, 
the church in Sa-kah-gyee has enjoyed a 
revival this year. The pastor has had 
three baptismal seasons, at which no less 
than twenty-five were baptized. I had 
great liberty given me in preaching in 
the evening. ‘*The word of God was 
precious in those days.’’ I did not tarry 
there, but hastened to those still in hea- 
then darkness, or to the weak in the 
faith. 

I crossed the Irrawadi and spent a day 
just south of the place, where, ten days 
previously, | baptized fourteen Pwo Ka- 
rens. In Ka-nu-gyee all were firm in the 
faith, and received me with joy. My 


only difficulty was in tearing myself away 
from them. 
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From Ka-nu-gyee, I went an hour, 
partly by land, and reached Donabew. 
As usual, I found nothing to encourage 
me there. As most of the male members 
of the church were away on business, I 
did not stop to administer the ordinances 
in Donabew. But after visiting from 
house to house, and inquiring into the 
state of all those I saw, I left my boat to 
return to Henthada, while I proceeded by 
land. 

My first stopping place was Akyau. 
I had never before visited this little Pwo 
Karen church. It is an offshoot from 
the Donabew church. I found a regular 
descent, from the best member in the 
church down to the degraded heathen. I 
tried to have the line of demarcation more 
distinct between the converts and the 
heathen. I had the pleasure of haptizing 
three interesting converts here. The 


teacher, Sa-Byee, is aided by the young 


men in Kalamazoo College. 
worthy man. 


He is a very 
There are new converts 


still unbaptized here, the fruit of this | 


preacher’s earnest efforts. 


Large but Divided Church. 


I was taken from Akyau in a small | 


boat; and, after sailing nearly all day, 
and seeing some heathen, we came to our 
This 
is also a large church, and under the 
watch care of a faithful preacher and an 
ordained man, Nga Pee, who lives in the 
vicinity. My principal business here was 
to cause the church to be more united. 
The church is quite large, numbering a 
hundred members and more. But the 
principal deacon and the teacher fail to 
get on harmoniously. You will be ready 
to say again, ‘‘How much like some 
churches in this Christian land !”’ 


most southern church, in Inggyee. 


Labor not in Vain. 

Saturday was spent in a little canoe, 
on a small devious stream. But-I found 
on the banks some interesting listeners, 
and arrived at night in Bynyah. There 
are only one or two churches in Burmah, 
which are, in my estimation, equal to this 
church. It would have been extremely 


(January, 


cheering for those who love the cause of 
missions to have been with me in Bynyah, 
on that Sabbath. 
ful pastor, ordained five years since. I 
preached with great pleasure in the morn- 
ing, and the pastor carried on the ser- 
vices, in his usual way, in the afternoon. 


Nga Pee is the faith- 


His custom is to vary the services, and in 
the afternoon he has a Sabbath school, or 
Bible class of the entire church and the 
children of the ‘church,—about one hun- 
dred and twenty in all. Brethren in 
Christ, could you have been with me in 
this visit, you would have been sure that 
your labor and sacrifice is not in vain in 
the Lord. 

The pastor of the Bynyah church ac- 
companied me to Kem-byu tha bya, and 
The teacher 
there is a faithful man, and God prospers 


baptized five converts there. 


him. Too-yay is aided by a church in 
Somerville, N. J. I came in the direc- 
tion of Bau tha-byu, that I might visit a 
populous region between that place and 
Henthada city. But I had twenty-five 
miles before me to goon foot. During 
the few days 1 spent on thé road, I was 
constantly conversing with the heathen 
Karens. 
A Heart for the Work. 


When I came out to the banks of the 
Irrawadi again, I came to a region that I 
had recently visited. So I hastened home 
to the mission house to make preparations 
for another tour. 

You see what my work is in the jun- 
gles, or among the villages. However 
tiresome this work, I get more wearied 
during the few days I spend in the city 
between my tours. But God gives me 
strength, and, what is far better, a heart 
for the work. Let us praise Him. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MRS. WRAD. 
Native Preachers and Preaching in Assam. 
Sibsagor, Aug. 9, 1862.—Many of the 
churehes in Burmah support their native 
pastor and send out others to preach 
among their heathen countrymen the 
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gospel of Christ. But there are very 
few Christians in Assam compared with 
Burmah, still they try to do something. 
The small church in Sibsagor, numbering 
only about twenty members, contribute 
at the monthly concert nearly enough to 
support a native preacher, with his large 
family. About a year anda half ago, 
they chose one from their number for this 
purpose ; he is a sober, venerable looking 
man, who has been for twenty years a 
professed Christian, and won the respect 
and confidence of all. 

In this country, native preachers are 
not mere preachers on the Sabbath ; they 
go about every day among the people, 
talking with them about the follies of 
heathenism, and making known the only 
way of salvation. Sometimes you would 
find the preacher under the shade of a 
great tree, or at the corner of a main 
road, or in the porch of the court-house, 
with a group of hearers gathered about 
him. While he is preaching, one and 
another make remarks, or raise objec- 
tions; some cavil, some ridicule, some 
dispute; now and then one is found who 
drinks in the truth with great interest. 
A great many say they would become 
Christians, but they are afraid of the 
persecution which they would be sure to 
meet with from their relatives and friends. 
‘When ‘hey become Christians, then we 
will,’’ they say. 

The Sabbath School in Sibsagor. 

The Missionary Union being unable to 
appropriate, this year, any money for the 
support of schools or the printing press, 
what were we to do? Dismiss the schools 
and close the press? No, we could not 
do either; to do so, would be to throw 
away the labors of years, and cut off some 
We 
said we must continue them ; but we will 
do so as economically as possible. We 
will reduce expense wherever we can, and 
trust in God to supply our need. Have 
we trusted Him in vain? No, no; no 
one ever went forward in the path of 
duty, trusting in God, and was disap- 
pointed. 


of our greatest means of usefulness. 
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A Sabbath school of Assamese boys and 
girls gather around me every Sunday ; 
only a little school, for it is the day of 
small things with the Assamese Mission. 
The school consists of the boarding and 
day school scholars, numbering between 
twenty-five and thirty, divided into two 
classes, of which I am the only teacher. 
Let me tell you what we do in our As- 
samese Sabbath school. First, we all 
stand up and sing a hymn in the Assam- 
ese language, but in the same tunes that 
are familiar in our native land. We 
have a hymn book in Assamese, of more 
than 300 hymns; most of the hymns are 
a translation of some of the choicest and 
most spiritual hymns we sing in America. 
The children sing some Sunday school 
hymns, such as **] want to be an angel, ’ 
and ‘*The Sunday school is the place of 
prayer.’’ Recently Mr. Ward has trans- 
lated for them that sweet hymn, ‘‘ Around 
the throne of God in heaven.’? They all 
like it very much, and can sing, in their 
own tongue, ‘‘Glory, glory, glory be to 
God, most high,’’ as loud and cheerily, I 
think, as any children at home. After 
we have sung, then we kneel down and 
repeat together the Lord’s prayer.— 
Then I hear the lesson of the eldest class, 
from a little book printed at the mission 
press, containing the history of Joseph 
and the journey of the Israelites. The 
Old Testament has not been given to these 
people in their own language, and they 
would know nothing about it but for this 
little book. Each of the other class has 
a hymn or passage of Scripture to recite 
to me, except four or five little children 
that I might call an infant class,—who 
repeat a lesson after me. Then all rise, 
and I question them upon the morning 
discourse. I call upon one to tell me 
where the text was, and upon another to 
give me the words; and one of the eldest 
tells me the subject of the discourse. I 
very seldom fail to obtain a prompt an- 
swer to all my inquiries, showing that 
they pay attention. We close these ex- 
ercises by singing ; then all make a sa- 
laam to me and walk out. 
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Miscellany. — Results of Missionary Labor in India. 
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LLANY. 


RESULTS OF MISSIONARY LABOR 
IN INDIA. 


The returned missionary finds himself 
constantly besieged by the question on 
the part of earnest and intelligent Chris- 
tians, ‘‘What are the positive, tangible 
results of missionary operations in India 


up to the present time? Not what could, | 


would or should have been done, but 
what actually has been done? 

The question in this broad form brings 
under survey in the reply two great facts, 


of the most encouraging character. These | 


we regard as the absolute sum-total of 
existing results from the various mission- 
ary agencies and processes which have 
been for the last half century at work in 
India. 

I. An extensive and growing knowl- 
edge, on the part of the masses, of the 
great saving truths of Christianity. The 


degrees of this popular knowledge are of | 


course very various. In the most favora- 
ble cases it amounts to a clear, intellec- 
tual conception of the doctrine of the 
atonement. More largely it is confined 
to a simple acquaintance with the fact 
that Christians claim to be in possession 
of a Divine revelation, the great purpose 
of which is to set forth Jesus Christ as 
the only possible Saviour of men. It 
must be remembered that, in a Christian 
sense, this is mere dead knowledge—a 
floating popular idea of a foreign religion 
—to a large extent indeed, an idea not 
more distinct or favorable with regard to 
Christianity, than the notions pervading 
‘the American mind with regard to Hin- 
duism or Mohammedanism. The impres- 
sions which it makes are as varied as the 
minds with which it comes in contact. 
In a very few individuals of more than 
average intelligence and independence, it 
excites a genuine interest and leads to 
earnest investigation. The Hindu mind, 
in its ordinary, stereotyped mould of blind 
and passive, but immovable fixedness in 


traditional custom and opinion, regards 

it,as a rule, with profound indifference— 

at best, as a mere piece of curious intelli- 
| gence, with which none but the Christian 
| himself can have at stake the slightest 
| personal interest. On the contrary, when- 
| ever it touches the fierce, intolerant and 
aggressive spirit of Mohammedanism, it 
| is sure to arouse the most violent hatred 
opposition. 
| The reception of Christianity, however, 
| by the native mind, has merely an inci- 
| dental connection with the definite pur- 
pose I have in view in these rapid state- 
| ments. That purpose is to fix distinctly 
| in the mind of the reader the single fact, 
_ that information with regard to the vital 
| doctrines of the gospel, sufficient upon 
the Divine conditions to save the soul, al- 
ready extensive, is, through the various 
diffusive agencies of missionary operations, 
| rapidly becoming universal. The proofs 
could be produced, did time permit, to 
demonstrate the entire safety of this pro- 
position, guarded, as it is, by the preced- 
ing qualifications. 

Now, in the eyes of one who would 
seek to reduce this whole question of the 
results of missions to a cool, business-like 
calculation of capital invested and profits 
realized, the above statement may seem a 
most insignificant showing in return for 
more than half a century’s expense, and 
labor, and sacrifice. But I demand for it, 
from every earnest friend of Christ and 
his cause, the most serious consideration. 
In the arithmetic of Heaven there is an 
infinitely different standard of valuation 
from that just suggested, by which to try 
causes and consequences. And by that 
Divine standard, the bare fact that such 
a knowledge of saving gospel truth, how- 
ever dim and imperfect, is even now act- 
ually permeating that prodigious mass of 
intelligent and immortal humanity, en- 
tails upon the conscience of the universal 
church a most solemn and awful respon- 
sibility. 
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It is a responsibility only to be meas- 
ured by the worth of myriads of undying 
souls in this passing generation, and those 
that are to follow to the verge of time ; 
for, does it not logically follow, from the 
clearest declarations of the Divine Word 
—from the strongest utterances of our 
Calvinistic creed—that our missionary ef- 
forts have, just at the existing stage, gone 
far enough to place the people of India, 
as a people, between two tremendous al- 
ternatives—either, that knowledge must 
live and breathe with Divine energy, and 
become the power of God and the wisdom 
of God unto salvation, quickening and 
raising from their long grave those dry 
bones in the valley of vision—or, in its 
national contempt and rejection, be heap- 
ed into an accumulated load of guilt, 
which must sink the race deeper under 
the Divine indignation? The wrath of 
the God of the Bible flamer out ever 
against idolatry as the most intolerable 
insult to his glorious majesty—and be- 
tween that just wrath, like a destroying 
flood, and the doom of these deluded mul- 
titudes, what is there but the Cross of 
Calvary, thus dimly seen through the 
mists of prejudice and superstition? And 
shall that cross be held up by Christ's 
church with a timid and trembling hand? 
Is it not her pressing duty to gird up all 
her strength, and set it on the mountain 
top, if need be, at whatever cost and la- 
bor, only so that it may be fairly in the 
sight of these sin-bitten and perishing 
myriads ? 

But supposing even this done, have 
we even yet reached the limit of the 
church’s duty and responsibility? Might 
not the Lamb of Calvary be lifted as 
clearly and fully in the sight of all India 
as it was in the sight of guilty Jerusalem, 
and yet prove for the one as for the other, 
a stone of stumbling and a rock of of- 
fence? Mere knowledge of Christ cruci- 
fied, however intellectually perfect, would 
be as powerless to save as the dumb cross 
of wood or stone, set up by the supersti- 
tious hand of Popery! 

We come to this point, then, that our 
responsibility as Christ’s church does not 
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end with the question, however important, 
‘How shall this imperfect knowledge of 
Christ be made universal and perfect—but, 
how shall this knowledge, in whatever de- 
gree and extent, present or prospective, 
be made the savor of life unto life, rather 
than as it is now and will be, remaining 
as it is, of death unto death? On the 
strength of God's word and the result of 
actual experience, may I not unhesitat- 
ingly reply—by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, working through the divinely ap- 
pointed means—the earnest spirit—the 
wrestling prayer—the faithful labors of 
the Evangelical church, not in any single 
or separate member, but as the whole and 
undivided body of Christ. 

And now, suffer me, in bringing this 
line of remark to a close, to show why I 
have so anxiously endeavored to find the 
exact place for this immense obligation, 
connected alike with India and every other 
similar field of missionary operation—to 
place it, if I may use so homely a phrase, 
upon the broad shoulders of evangelical 
Christendom. It is simply this; that there 
is, alas! an unconscious but not the less 
actual feeling in the Christian mind at 
home, which palsies the hand of the mis- 
sionary enterprise—a feeling, that having 
at a great price set up the machinery ne- 
cessary for the work, beyond the mere 
seeing to the supply of the material means, 
men and money, her duty is done, and her 
responsibility ended. In other words, the 
strong tendency is, to shift the exclusive 
accountability for results upon the la- 
borer actually in the field. It is a per- 
nicious and damaging mistake. It ignores 
the great fundamental principle of a com- 
mon and sympathetic spiritual life, bind- 
ing together the entire mystical body in 
a union so intense and intimate, that ‘‘if 
one member suffer all the members suffer 
with it’’—that if circulation be cold and 
feeble in the great and central functions, 
it will be just as dull and stagnant in the 
smallest and remotest members. 

In this view, then, we ask, What are 
missionaries? I know what the popular 
idea is, unduly depreciating their ability, 
while it unduly exalts their piety—with 
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what an uncomfortable halo of impossible, 
at least extraordinary, spirituality the 
missionary finds himself invested in the 
eyes of religious romance. But when 
called upon accurately to define them as 
a class, | assuredly would not, as a gen- 
eral rule, put them in a line with men of 
a spiritual life remarkable as that of Jud- 
son or Martyn, and others, as evidently 
raised up by God for special exigencies as 
Paul or Luther. I would feel safe in de- 
scribing them, asa body of Christian men, 
in piety and ability fully up to the aver- 
age standard of our home ministry, and, 
indeed, only distinguishable from their 
brethren by the one simple fact, that 
their minds have been directed by the 
Spirit of God to the peculiar considera- 
tion of their individual duty to the hea- 
then world. They are, in a word, but 
representatives as a class of the spirit and 
temper of the church in the average at 
home. 

I would give the above proposition all 
possible emphasis, as deeply affecting the 
question of responsibility we are now dis- 
cussing. For hardly more surely does 
the law in nature act, by which two con- 
nected columns of water, of whatever di- 
mensions, find the same exact level, than 
that the piety and activity of missiona- 
ries, as a body, will be upon a precise 
line with the piety and activity of the 
general body they represent. A Moravi- 
an church makes Moravian missionaries, 
and the ‘‘icy mountains of Greenland’’ 
and ‘‘the burning sands of Africa’’ alike 
witness the triumphs of their unquencha- 
ble zeal and childlike faith. But, given 
on the other hand, a church in whose 
heart there is no pervading missionary 
fire, and which is kept partially awake 
to the solemn interests of a world’s salva- 
tion, only by the constant spurring of re- 
buke and appeal at the lips of a few ar- 
dent friends of the cause far in the ad- 
vance; or, a church with the outward 
semblance of activity, but whose whole 
system of missions is a cold, mechanical 
routine, sustained by pressure of con- 
science in view of irksome but perilous 
and unavoidable obligation, and you will 


find on the foreign field, however remote, 
a perfect reflection of each in the life and 
character of its laborers as a class. It 
will not do then to suppose that the dis- 
tant members will do their work with 
vigor and success, while the vital circula- 
tion is weak and dull in the heart and 
lungs of the main trunk; and the recur- 
ring figure brings us to a point in which 
the line of our remark naturally termi- 
nates as it began—the point I am trying 
to make in your minds—that the Home 
church must share with her missionaries 
the glorious but awful responsibility of 
the work. In a word, that not to the 
missionary alone, but more largely even 
to you, as a Christian public, belongs 
this direct question of the redemption of 
India ; to your warm hearts, and warm 
prayers, and earnest labors, speaking 
sympathetically through the hearts and 
prayers and labors of your fellow-servants 
upon the grounds. And how intimate 
and electrical that sympathy, let a single 
recent fact demonstrate. Buta year or 
two since, the distant Synod of Lodiana 
begged of Evangelical Christendom a sin- 
gle week of prayer; the humble petition 
found grace in the eyes of the Bride of 
Christ ; the church got upon her knees 
and lifted up her hands for India. Let 
the missionary records of conversions since 
that glorious week show with what in- 
spiring results! O, if the church would 
but take to her very heart of hearts this 
simple principle of the mystical connee- 
tion of any spiritual body with each and 
every part; if every week were, as it 
should be, such a week of prayer; if she 
were faithful to her knee-work—how soon 
that wilderness of sin would blossom as 
the rose. 

II. The second great accomplishment 
is found in the fact, that there is at this 
moment in India a church of Christ, con- 
sisting of probably not less than one hun- 
dred thousand members. Of course this 
is the aggregate of the professing Chris- 
tians connected with all the Evangelical 
denominations. Not all the diamonds of 
her Golconda, set in all the gold of Ophir, 
can give India such a value to the Chris- 
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tian eye, as the simple fact that she bears 
here and there upon her dark bosom, these 
precious jewels for the crown of Jesus ; 
upon the brow of that mountain of su- 
perstition, which has cast its shadows, 
long as ages and black as despair, over 
the perishing myriads—here is a faint 
but brightening rainbow of promise. The 
logic of the believing heart leaps at once 
to the glorious consequence ; if God has 
brought one hundred thousand heathens 
from darkness to the marvellous light, is 
it not the pledge of his power and willing- 
ness to bring all India’s one hundred and 
sixty millions? 

But some cautious mind may be trou- 
bled with the query, ** Why, then, is for- 
eign assistance necessary?’’ The mem- 
bership mentioned seems a large one.— 
Surely that India church can no longer 
be a helpless infant. Why is it not now 
left to stand alone? And if it does not, 
is it not because its strength has not been 
properly developed by use and _self-reli- 
ance? Has it not been held up till it has 
lost the consciousness of power to sustain 
and diffuse itself? And every year the 
needless assistance is continued, does not 
the danger of chronic and permanent help- 
lessness become increased ? Such questions 
on the mere general statement, are nat- 
ural and pertinent. Let me in the brief- 
est manner suggest the satisfactory reply. 

1. India has an immense territory and 
population, and this number of Christians 
—large in the aggregate—is in fact so 
scattered over a vast surface, and amid 
swarming millions of idolaters, as to be 
alinost lost to the eye of the hasty observ- 
er. This geographical separation pre- 
vents that concentration of force, which 
would appear to belong to the sum total 
generally stated. In its relation to Chris- 
tianity, India, at a balloon view, is like 
a broad western prairie, with here and 
there a discernible patch of cultivation. 
Each particular station is small, weak, 
and almust wholly dependent upon its 
own isolated resources. It is, in fact, an 
infinitely different thing from such a 
number of Christians with a community 
of locality and interests. 
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2. There is another perfectly satisfac- 
tory explanation of this infant helpless- 
ness of the native church. It is found in 
the inherent features of Hindu character. 
These little isolated churches are compos- 

ed chiefly of adult members, whose whole 

previous life has been spent in idolatry or 

some equally potent and debasing system 

of error. The versatile American mind 

can with difficulty realize the iron rigidi- 

ty of the Hindu in his ancestral habits 

and customs; how at one blow, upon 

conversion to Christ, his whole previous 

spiritual being has been suddenly shivered 

to fragments. Christianity has to build 

up a new man, in a sense far more exten- 

sive than with us,—a new man from the 

very foundations, to enable him to stand 

boldly alone—and surely too many of us 

are, with all our advantages, ‘*babes’’ in 

Christ, to expect Christianity, in such 

circumstances, to effect such an absolute 
regeneration and recreation, as at once to 
elevate the base slave of life-long supersti- 
tion to the full stature of a man in Christ 
Jesus! But if we would really know 
what it is for an adult heathen to become 
a Christian, and how to make charitable 
allowances for his moral infancy, study 
the Epistles of Paul to the churches of 
Corinth, Ephesus, and other centres of 
Paganism of his day. You will find that 
for years, such churches were only upheld 
by the most unceasing apostolic supervi- 
sion. It was plainly the Divine plan to 
nurse them, by his faithful servants, into 
a gradual self-sustaining and aggressive 
strength and vigor. 

3. Finally, caste, more than all else, 
makes the native membership, in the ex- 
isting circumstances of society in India, 
dependent upon foreign help—dependent 
in a degree beyond that of any class of 
Christians, reclaimed by missionary effort 
in other foreign fields. In receiving 
Christ, the Hindu becomes, in the eyes of 
his people, a filthy outcast ; and alike de- 
prived of work and charity, aside from 
the employment and support procured by 
the mission, his only possible fate is crime 
or starvation. 

In a word, it has to the missionary 
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mind, en masse, the force of a demonstra- 
tion, that God has committed this little 
flock in India to the bosom of the Home 
church, as He gives a helpless babe to 
the bosom of its mother to be warmed and 
nourished into life! Woe be to her, if 
she play the unnatural parent to her sa- 
cred charge! Woe be to her, if she turn 
it out in the dark, cold night of heathen- 
ism to wail and to die! The spirit of 


missions is her very heart’s blood ; and if 


it cease to run warmly and lovingly in 
her veins toward her own spiritual chil- 
dren, the curse of weakness must fasten 
upon her like a ghastly consumption ! 
Let her dare under any pretext or pres- 
sure, to shut the door against that piteous 
cry from India, and what can she expect 
but to find her time of weakness and help- 
lessness, and the door of God's favor shut 
against her?—Rev. E. H. Leavitt, in 
For. Miss. 


EDUCATION IN INDIA. 


The following figures, says Allen's In- 
dian Mail, show ata glance how many 
children are educated by the State ata 
cost of £250,000, and how many by mis- 
sions, at a cost to the State of only £16,- 
500. There are in all 30,000,000 of chil- 
dren in India who should be at school. 
Of these missionaries educate 100,000, 
and the State only 127,513. These are 
the details: — For missionaries. — The 
Church Missionary Society sustains no less 
than 781 schools, taught by 12 European 
and 846 native teachers, and containing 
about 15,000 children. The Wesleyan 
Society sustains 53 schools and 100 teach- 
ers having an attendance of about 3,000. 
The Free Church of Scotland numbers in 
its schools 9,132, and the Baptist Mission 
2,500 ; and if to all these are added schools 
connected with the Propagation Society, 
the Church of Scotland, the United Pres- 
byterian Mission, and the Irish Presby- 
terian Mission, we get about 100,000 
children under Christian education. For 
the State.—In Bengal the number of col- 
leges and schools is 281, and the average 


Miscellany. — Baptist Missions in Northern India, 


(January, 


daily attendance of pupils is 14,498. In 
Madras there are 142 colleges and schools 
and the average daily attendance is 8,- 
593. In Bombay, including Scinde, there 
are 610 colleges and schools, and the ay- 
erage daily attendance is 25,187. In the 
Punjaub, including Delhi, there are 150 
colleges and schools, and the average daily 
attendance is 8,301 ; and in the North- 
west Provinces, 2,944 colleges and schools, 
with an average daily attendance of 68,- 
689 ; making a total of 4,131 schools and 
colleges, with an average daily attendance 
of 125,268. 
some others, we have a grand total of 
4,158 schools and colleges, 127,513 schol- 
ars. These figures are unanswerable. 
Let us have free trade in education ; let 
the missionary schools have grants from 
the State in proportion to their numbers 
and standing. 


Then, including Agra and 


BAPTIST MISSION IN NORTHERN 
INDIA. 


From the report published in India we 
obtain particulars of the recent progress 
of the Baptist missions in North India, 
which, as is known to our readers, has 
been remarkable for its progress, since the 
mutiny : 

The committee would call] attention to 
some interesting cases of conversion which 
the past year has supplied. Statistics 
have important uses, but it is more re- 
freshing to see the grace of God, as did 
Barnabas, in the Christian character of 

_converts. 
Four or five miles above the site of the 
projected Mutlab city is a Soonderbun es- 
tate called Tambulda, the property of J. 
Kerr, Esq. This gentleman a few years 
since gave the mission a piece of ground 
to enable it to form a new station for 
this district. This was carried into effect, 
and by the blessing of the Lord,a church 
of twenty-five members has been gathered 
and two Sabbath congregations formed. 

Among the members of this little church 
are two brothers with their families, who 
at the time of the formation of this sta- 
tion lay sunk in all the depths of Satan. 
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Among the Hindus they were devotees of 
the Kortta Bhoja sect, which has its head- 
quarters at Gosh Para near Tribeni. Most 
besotted indeed they were, and the case 
of few could be more hopeless in every re- 
spect than theirs was. Three years ago, 
without any special object on their own 
part, they accompanied the guru or 
teacher to whom they had submitted them- 
selves, on a visit to Mr. Pearce at Alipore. 
The teacher professed to be an inquirer, 
but nothing came of the visit in respect 
to him; the brothers, however, were 
struck with what they heard, and never 
afterwards lost the impression produced 
by this visit. This impression was, that 
in future the missionary should be their 
guru, instead of the former one. No re- 
ligious truth seemed as yet to have taken 
possession of their minds. 

Some time after, when they had another 
interview with Mr. Pearce, he could not 
discover that they had any consciousness 
of a Supreme Being—to them the guru 
was everything. Their hearts, however, 
had been won, and they were open to in- 
struction. Soon the truth began to tell 
upon them, and their minds gradually 
opened to the doctrine of God our Father 
in heaven, and of the Saviour Jesus Christ, 
while their attachment to the missionary 
increased. From this time their progress 
in Christian truth became apparent to 
all about them. Henceforward their vie- 
ious habits of smoking intoxicating drugs, 
and drinking spirits, were gradually aban- 
doned, and the use of tea substituted. 
The knowledge that the Bible is God’s 
own book took possession of their minds, 
and it became their constant companion 
and study, and they always took it with 
them when they went abroad. At this 
time also the 258th hymn of our Bengali 
Hymn book was made particularly useful 
to them in respect to their knowledge of 
the Saviour. Its first line indicates the 
whole hymn. ‘I have made Jesus Christ 
my refuge.”’ 

Thus by degress they came finally to 
know the Lord, and now it may be said, 
with all hope, that they have found the 
Saviour, and are trusting and rejoicing in 


Miseellany. — Baptist Mission in Northern India. 13 


his name. In December last, they were 
baptized in the name of the adorable Trin- 
ity and added to the church. 

Theyare not poor in this world’s goods, 
having a large farm and other property, 
so as to come within the range of the in- 
come-tax; and they have shown their 
love to the gospel by contributing for its 
furtherance to an extent that few of their 
own class have done, and this without so- 
licitation. They began these tokens of 
love by presenting a bag containing 100 
rupees, and no remonstrances could in- 
duce them to refrain from so large a gift. 
Since then, they have erected a substan- 
tial chapel on their own premises for Sab- 
bath-day worship, and another less costly 
for the use of the preachers in the Tam- 
bulda market. These erections could not 
have cost them less than 200 rupees. 

Both at home and abroad, they are 
most zealous in telling of the Saviour they 
have found, especially among their rela- 
tives and acquaintances. The elder of 
the two, on being asked the other day, 
which of the hymns they sung he liked 
best, replied by quoting the first line of 
the 226th hymn, ‘*O be not (Saviour) ab- 
sent from my heart,’’ a sentiment in which 
every lover of the Lord Jesus will unite. 

The following is another recent instance 
of Christian character supplied by the 
Delhi and Agra reports. 

Mr. Evans writes : ‘*At Rona, a village 
about thirty miles west of Delhi, we have 
a native Christian brother, who does all 
he can to teach the people of his village 
the way of salvation. This man is a 
landed proprietor in the above village, 
and heard the gospel preached by Mr. 
Broadway in Delhi, by whom he was bap- 
tized. In the beginning of his career, he 
was cruelly persecuted by his friends, and 
annoyed in every possible manner by the 
villagers. But he bore all with a degree 
of Christian forbearance which was quite 
exemplary, and this patient suffering, 
combined with his continued efforts to 
benefit his enemies, soon disarmed the 
most implacable of them. 

When he was most bitterly persecuted, 
deprived of his house and some of his own 
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fields, living with his family under a tree, 
forbidden the use of the canal water for 
his fields, and denied all common civility, 
he never complained to us of these suffer- 
ings when he visited Delhi ; and we only 
found out how much he was tried, through 
a Christian brother from Delhi, whom 
we sent out to itinerate in the district. 
Even after we asked him of his trials, all 
he said was, ‘I suffer nothing to what my 
Saviour did ; and all I ask of you is to 
send outa Christian of some experience 
with me, to help me to preach Christ ; “or 
1 cannot always meet the arguments of 
the Pundits.’ He is a man who reads the 
Scriptures fluently, of considerable power 
of mind, and does not receive any pecu- 
niary help whatever from the mission, 
though he doubtless devotes more than 
half his time to preaching the gospel.”’ 
An instance given by Mr. Gregson is 
not less interesting. 


He says— 
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‘During the past year, sixteen natives 
have been baptized ona profession of their | 
faith in Christ. Among them are several | 
cases of special interest. One is a maul- 
vi,a man of superior ability and attain- | 
ments. He was in the service of the Na- | 
wab of Tonk, and whilst there a book | 
written by Mr. Pfander of the Church | 
Mission came into his hands. In this | 
book the errors of Mohammedanism are | 
combatted, On reading the book he was 
led to reflection, and set to work to refute | 
its arguments and statements. This he | 
found amore difficult task than he expect- | 
ed: gradually his views became very un- | 
settled, doubts as to the truth of Moham- | 
medanism were awakened, and at length 
he became 80 uneasy, that he resolved to 
come to Agra to seek further instruction. 

He found his way to Bernard and Mr. 
Gregson, and for several months he took 
up his abode (at his own expense) in the 
public serai, and spent his time in the 
study of the Scriptures, frequently visiting 
Bernard and Mr. Gregson for information 
and discussion. Finally, after some 
months thus spent, he became convinced 
of the truth of Christianity and earnestly 
requested baptism. His whole bearing 
had been so gentlemanly and candid, his 
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convictions so deep, and his motives, so 
far as we could judge, so pure, that we 
could have no hesitation in yielding to 
his request. He was accordingly bap- 
tized and added to the church. Soon 
after this he was employed as teacher to 
the orphans under Col. Wheler at Chita- 
ura; but has recently at the request of 
Mr. Evans gone to Delhi to assist in the 
theological school, a work for which he 
seems well adapted, and in which we sin- 
cerely trust he may be exceedingly use- 

The seed of the kingdom is sown broad- 
east. In last year’s report it was noticed 
that the spirit of itineracy had greatly 
awakened in this mission; this year it is 
most encouraging to have to state, that it 
has not only continued but largely inereas- 
ed. so much so, with the exception of Cal- 
cutta and its vicinity, that there is scarcely 
a station belonging to the society whence 
the brethren have not taken long and fre- 
quent journeys to make known to the 
heathen the way of life. The Calcutta 
exception is owing partly to the long- 
continued ill-health of two of the breth- 
ren, and partly to the nature of the duties 
in which several others are engaged, 
which prevents their leaving home. 

Some of these itineracies have extended 
over a period of two, three, four, and 


| even in one case, namely, that of Mr. J. 


G. Gregson of Monghyr, to seven months’ 
continuance. 

The districts visited by the Dacca breth- 
ren have been Sylhet, Mymensing, Com- 
illa, and on the route towards Barisal 
and Caleutta. Jessore has been diligently 
traversed by Messrs. Anderson, Hobbs, and 
Johnson. Mr. Williamson of Beerbhoom, 
& veteran in itineracy, owing to severe in- 
disposition, has not been able to engage 
so much as formerly in his favorite em- 
ployment, but he writes that his col- 
leagues have more than made up for his 
lack of service. He does not indicate the 
direction they took, but it is believed it 
was chiefly to the north-west, among the 
Santal tribes, who appear to present a 
hopeful field of labor. Messrs. Lawrence 
and Gregson took the banks of the Gan- 
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ges, Gogra, and other rivers. At the be- 
ginning of the past year, the brethren 
Parsons of Benares and M’Combie of 
Dinapore made an extraordinary journey 
for preaching the gospel of three months’ 
continuance, visiting Cawnpore, Futteh- 
pore, Meerut, Delhi, Agra, Lucknow, 
Fyzabad, and back to Benares through 
the eastern parts of Oude, preaching and 
distributing the Scriptures almost daily 
throughout their course. For the same 
purpose, the missionaries at Agra, Delhi, 
and Meerut have repeatedly itinerated 
not only in the parts adjacent to those 
cities, but to remote distances, as to Ba- 
reilly on the east, and Bhurtpore on the 
west. They have also visited the cities 
on both sides of the Jumna, as Muttra, 
Etawah, and other intermediate places. 
Numerous were the interesting inci- 
dents that occurred during these several 
journeys. With a few exceptions, and 
those mostly in the eastern parts of Ben- 
gal, everywhere, both the attendance of 
the people and the attention given to the 
addresses of the brethren, were of a na- 
ture to indicate strongly the unportance 
of the out-door proclamation of the gos- 
pel and the wisdom of the Divine com- 
mand, **Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
— News of the Churches. 


RELIGION OF THE YEZIDEES. 


The fundamental point in the religion 
of the Yezidees, (Yezidee is a district to 
the west and north of Aleppo) is the 
worship of the devil; and it is this doc- 
trine which forms the chief element in 
the individuality of their religion, and 
which creates a melancholy interest in 
the people themselves. They believe, in- 
deed, in the existence of a supreme Deity ; 
but, like the ancient Persians, from whose 
philosophy this is probably a remnant, 
they adore also the principle of darkness 
and evil. In the system of Zoroaster he 
was called Ahriman; the Yezidees call 
him Melek Tawoos, and to him they be- 
lieve that God has committed the supreme 
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and absolute government of this world. 
In this belief the claims of God are over- 
looked, and their worship is practically 
and wholly given to him who, they be- 
lieve, holds the destiny of mankind.— 
They seem to admit the fact that he 
tempted Adam and Eve, and caused them 
to fall into sin ; but they regard this fall 
to have been of a fortunate nature, for it 
evoked the population of the world, and 
the existing order of things. Their ideas 
on the nature of evil are evidently much 
confused, and they do not appear to un- 
derstand the doctrine of antagonism be- 
tween good and evil, which was the cor- 
ner stone of the religion of Zoroaster.— 
One man, after hearing me read from the 
New Testament, said, ‘But what does 
your book say of king Peacock? (Melek 
Tawoos) is he good or evil?’’ ‘Evil,’ I 
‘Well, then, your book is 
** Several of their wo- 
men had their heads decorated with feath- 
ers—probably in honor of this king Pea- 
cock. The only form of worship observed 
among them is a bow and a short prayer 


answered. 
good for nothing. 


to the sun, as it rises in the morning—the 
great luminary being probably associated 
in their minds with the grandeur of the 
Supreme Being. They believe in the 
transmigration of souls into the bodies of 
different animals; but of a future world 
of rewards and punishments they either 
have no distinct notions, or they would 
They allow po- 

All the Yezi- 
dees in this district are ignorant and il- 


not acknowledge them. 
lygamy, but not divorce. 


literate, and we could not find one ainong 
them who knows how to read. For re- 
ligious instruction they depend upon one 
of their Sheikhs, who comes once a year 
from the vicinity of Mosul, bringing with 
him the image of a cock made of brass ; 
and their worship on such occasions con- 
sists of singing hymns in honor of king 
Peacock, accompanying the singing with 
a rude musical instrument, which is the 
only thing of its kind in use among them. 

There are some signs that they cannot 
hold out much longer in their present re- 
ligion. Oppressed, hated, loaded with 
opprobrium at their distinctive doctrine 
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of worshipping the devil, and ignorant, 
they seem to feel their present state, in 
relation to the surrounding tribes, to be 
somewhat intolerable. They did not ap- 
pear to be much attached to their relig- 
ion, and the idea of casting it off and 
adopting a new one, was certainly the 
subject of their consideration. A number 
of them have lately embraced Mohammed- 
anism. The present pressure upon them 
—the conscription for the army—weighed 
heavily upon their minds ; and to enjoy a 
freedom from this, which they consider 
to be a great calamity, was the great in- 
ducement which led them to moot the 
subject of becoming Christians. To this 
was added the deep desire for protection 
from the oppression and hatred which 
they are suffering on account of their re- 
ligion, They are also not without aspi- 
rations after privileges of education, civ- 
ilization and liberty; and indeed they 
seem to understand the missionaries better 
when speaking to them on the temporal 
than on the spiritual advantages of Chris- 
tianity. 

There are many and great difficulties 
in the way of the evangelization of the 
Yezidees, even if they should heartily de- 
sire to receive Christian instruction ; but 
God in his good providence may, perad- 
venture, open a door whereby these poor 
people may be rescued from the worship 
of Satan to the knowledge and worship of 
the Prince of light and salvation.— Home 
and For. Record, 


JAPAN. 


One cannot but feel interested in a 
land which has so much to recommend it 
to our attention. It has stood alone in 
its isolation from other countries during 
the bygone centuries of its history ; but 
at length the period has arrived when 
this exclusive policy must be abandoned 
for principles more liberal and more in 
consistence with the age in which we 
live. By recent treaties foreigners are 
now admitted to various parts of the em- 
pire ;:and although the high conservative 
party look upon the intrusion of foreign- 
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ers with suspicion, and as a sign of na- 
tional degeneracy, the great body of the 
people are well pleased with the present 
order of things. 

The scenery of Japan is very fine, often- 
times grand. Its high ranges of hills, 
stretching away into the distance as far 
as the eye can reach, present a very fa- 
vorable contrast to the low and marshy 
plains around Shanghai. What materi- 
ally tends to increase the effect, is the 
high state of cultivation to which the 
sides of the mountains have been brought. 
Every available spot, even to the very 
tops of the mountains, has been seized 
upon, and been brought under the control 
of the cultivator. The consequence is, 
the hills are beautifully marked by a suc- 
cession of terraces, presenting the appear- 
ance of beautiful gardens. 

Whilst nature, however, assumes here 
her loveliest forms, man, instead of being 
elevated by the grandeurs around him, 
has sunk into the very lowest depths of 
moral degradation. The representations 
of modern writers in reference to the Jap- 
anese as a nation, are, in the majority 
of cases, too highly colored. The impres- 
sions left by them on the mind of the 
reader are more favorable than a personal 
investigation would justify. Struck by 
the ingenuity of the people in many mat- 
ters, and their readiness to adopt the im- 
provements which foreigners have made 
in the arts and eciences, these writers 
have overlooked, or at least have endeay- 
ored to modify, the fact, that a fearful 
state of immorality prevails throughout 
the length and breadth of the land.— 
There appears to be an utter absence of 
modesty, and of the decencies of ordinary 
life which are everywhere to be found, 
even amongst the most uncivilized com- 
munities. 

The sadness of the spectacle, however, 
is increased by the thought that the in- 
fluence of the gospel may not at present 
be brought to bear upon these degraded 
masses. In the recent treaties, the Jap- 
anese could not be induced to abolish the 
law prohibiting Christianity. The Eng- 
lish treaty stipulates that ‘‘British sub- 
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jects in Japan shall be allowed the free 
exercise of their religion, and for this 
purpose shall have the right to erect suit- 
able places of worship.’’ By this article 
no permission is given to the missionary 
to preach the gospel, inasmuch as the old 
law denouncing death against those who 
embrace Christianity is still in foree.— 
The American treaty, in addition to the 
above article, has a clause to the effect 
that ‘the Americans and Japanese shall 
not do anything that may be calculated 
to excite religious animosity.’’ This ef- 
fectually prevents any American mission- 
ary from engaging in evangelistic labors, 
as all such might be said ‘‘to excite re- 
ligious animosity.”’ 

There are now two missionaries in Na- 
gasaki—the Rev. Mr. Verbeck, of the 
American Dutch Reformed Church, and 
the Rev. Mr. Williams, of the American 
Episcopal Church. They are engaged in 
the study of the language, ready to take 
advantage of any opportunity which 
Providence may present to them. The 
fierce and bitter hatred which existed in 
former days against Christianity, has long 
since subsided. ‘The common people, in- 
deed, have no conception of what is 
meant by Christianity, so thoroughly has 
the Government eradicated all traces of it 
out of the country. It is a singular fact, 
and one which illustrates the absolute 
character of the Government, that thou- 
sands of Japanese were once martyrs for 
a faith which is now entirely obliterated 
from the traditions of the people. 

There is every reason to believe that 
when all restrictive laws have been abol- 
ished, and an opportunity has been given 
to declare plainly that the aims and ten- 
dencies of the gospel are not political, but 
spiritual, Christiunity will find no more 
difficulty in making its way in this land, 
than has been experienced in any other 
heathen country. Many of the Japanese 
have received copies of the Bible, which 
there is every reason to believe they read. 

The presence, too, of missionaries will 
not be without effect. Although they 
may not directly speak of Christ, their 
ives will be an indirect testimony to the 
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nature of Christianity.— Home and For. 
Record. 


MADAGASCAR. 


The intelligence conveyed in the letters of 
the Rev. William Ellis, continues to afford 
the most encouraging expectations in the es- 
tablishment and future progress of the mission. 
It is evident that, on the arrival of the six 
missionary laborers at the capital, they will 
all find abundant occupation in the different 
departments which they will respectively pros- 
ecute. The king has already erected a spa- 
cious stone building for the purposes of edu- 
cation, and on the arrival of Mr. Stagg it will 
be placed under his charge, with a view to 
training suitable Christian natives for the of- 
fice of schoolmasters in and around the metrop- 
olis. The missionaries take with them a very 
large supply both of the Holy Scriptures and 
other useful and Christian publications, and 
for these the people are waiting with intense 
apxiety. But, in addition to these, the print- 
ing-press will be immediately put in operation 
for the preparation of suitable school books in 
the native language. 

The labors of Mr. Ellis are abundant, but 
his health and spirits are mercifully preserved. 

The following letters, the first from Mr. El- 
lis, and the second from Rev. E. Prout, furnish 
the latest intelligence from this interesting 
field. 

‘Antananarivo, July 21st, 1862. 

‘‘My dear Friend—Although I have 
been tive weeks bere, I have been unable 
to secure an hour or two to furnish even a 
brief notice of the truly wonderful pro- 
gress of the kingdom of our Divine Lord 
among this people, of the labors and en- 
couragements that await the expected 
missivnaries, or of the strong and urgent 
claims of the Malagasy, at the present 
time, upon the sympathy, prayers and 
efforts of all sincere Christians. And 
now I can only send a hurried business 
letter, which one of the Government mes- 
sengers waits a day to take to Tamatave ; 
for from daybreak till fatigue obliges me 
to seek rest at night, I have been con- 
stantly occupied with immediate and 
pressing engagements. 

The young nobles, my pupils, continue. 
their daily attendance, and this morning 
the queen sent to say she would send her: 
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little adopted boy to learn with the rest, 
though he has hitherto been taught only 
in the palace. I attend the king daily, 
read the Scriptures with him, and con- 
verse with him on their contents as well 
as on other matters. I continue my Sun- 
day service at his house, and, as I am 
told by his officers, with increasing inter- 
est and satisfaction to the king, who 
sometimes interrupts me to express his 
entire concurrence in something I may 
have said, or to impress it more forcibly 
upon the minds of the hearers. Besides 
these engagements—which take the best 
hours of every day, viz., from half-past 
ten in the morning till three in the after- 
noon—my house, during other intervals, 
is seldom free from persons who come to 
seek medical aid, or instruction and advice 
on religious subjects. 

‘*T take a service, or part of one, every 
Lord’s day, in each of the large chapels 
in the capital alternately ; and am sent 
for by day, and sometimes called up at 
night, to visit or administer medicine to 
thesick. These demands on my time and 
strength, besides other more grave and 
weighty matters to which my attention 
is frequently called, have prevented my 
attending to anything beyond the ae 
claims of the passing hour. * * 

‘**The few copies of the Scriptures that 
I brought, viz., fifty-nine New Testa- 
ments, and eleven copies of portions of 
the Old Testament, were received with a 
degree of avidity that would have aston- 
ished the friends of the Bible Society.— 
The portions of the Old Testament were, 
by the consent of all, given to the pastors ; 
and there are many of these, and also 
many faithful and laborious evangelists, 
who have not yet been able to obtain a 
copy. At the time of my arrival there 
were some entire congregations without 
even a single New Testament among them 
all. With such a scanty supply of seed, 
the harvest so rapidly and gloriously rip- 
ening is the more wonderful. 

‘«While writing this letter I have had 
a visit from sixteen or eighteen pastors 
and officers of the churches, who came to 
bring me a statement of the communi- 
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cants, &c. They remained about two 
hours, in conference on the state of the 
churches and some of the difficulties 
arising from polygamy, &c. I wish the 
friends of missions could have heard their 
account of the purity of the church, and 
the standard of personal piety kept up 
among them. They would have exclaim- 
ed, ‘It is the Lord’s doing,’ and would 
have taken fresh courage in their work ; 
but I can only state that, though the re- 
turns are incomplete, they state the num- 
ber of communicants to be seven hundred 
and forty, and the number of Christians 
in the island to be seven thousand. 

“I hope to write again soon, but I 
must close now, for it is very near mid- 
night, and I must be up soon after day- 
break, to go to one of the large congrega- 
tions in the city soon after seven o'clock. 

“P, S.—I received by the last mail a 
report of the Annual Meeting of the So- 
ciety in Exeter Hall. 1 took it to the 
king when I went to him next day, and 
pointed out to him the second resolution.* 
He read it with evident satisfaction, and 
requested me to tell the Society that he 
thanked them for offering prayer to God 
on his behalf. 


The Rev. E. Prout, under dato of Antana- 
narivo, 2lst July, 1862, writes— 


‘*A day or two after my arrival, I de- 
livered the presents from the Directors to 
the king and queen. The portrait charm- 
ed them and the officers of the palace more 
than anything they have received for a 


* The resolution referred to by Mr. Ellis is 
as follows:—“That this meeting feels con- 
strained to record its deep and grateful sense 
of the Divine mercy, in the redpening of Mad- 
agascar to the labors of Christian missionaries 
—in the wonderful preservation and increase 
of the native churches during their severe and 
prolonged persecution—in the accession to the 
throne of a sovereign with views of civil and 
religious freedom alike liberal, benevolent, 
and just. And this meeting would earnestly 
invoke the prayers of God’s people on behalf 
of the king, the native churches with their 
pastors, and the band of Christian missionaries 
sent forth by the Society to aid in the exten- 
sion of the kingdom of Christ throughout the 
land.” 
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long time past. The Bible the king re- 
ceived with evident seriousness, and was 
specially delighted with the globes, which 
are a right royal pair, and were only 
slightly injured by the voyage. The 
clock given by friends at Wisbeach is a 
very superior one, and, with the globes, 
portrait, and table-cover, find a place in 
the splendidly-furnished apartments of the 
palace. The king directed his secretary 
to write a letter of acknowledgment and 
thanks to the Directors on the first op- 
portunity. He also received with cordial 
pleasure the morocco bound copy of the 
dictionary, and was so deep in his atten- 
tion to the Atlas, that he almost forgot 
there was anybody in the room with him. 

«The education of the sons of the no- 
bles, now under my daily instruction— 
not in compliance with any request of 
mine, but in consequence of a formal ap- 
plication from their parents and guard- 
ians that I would teach them English—is 
to be transferred to Mr. Stagg, the Su- 
perintendent of Education, as soon as he 
arrives. The king has also formally de- 
clared his wish to place the new school- 
house, a stone building, the germ of a 
future Malagasy College, under his care, 
and was gratified when I expressed my 
entire concurrence in his wishes. 

“If the Directors would send out some 
Concordances, they would do a great deal 
of good among the preachers and pastors. 
Their sermons now are something more 
than gospel talk ; but they have no helps 
of the kind, and delight when they can get 
hold of my Concordance. They cannot, 
as the first preachers of the gospel did, 
give themselves ‘wholly to the Word of 
God and prayer ;’ for, besides preparation 
for pulpit and other services, they have 
their wives and families to provide for ; 
yet their ministry is truly efficient, and 
with a little help would be more so. 

“I took part in the services of one of 
the native congregations yesterday, which 
consisted of more than 1500 persons, and 
also preached in the king’s house to the 
king and a large number of people. I 
have had my school to-day, and much 
public business to attend to, and seem as 
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if I should never get time to communicate 
many of the most interesting, and, some 
of them, critical circumstances of the 
people around me; but I hope to be able 
to do so soon.”’ 


Proceedings of the Catholic Missionaries 
in Madagascar, 

We copy from the ‘‘ Annals of the Pro- 
pagation of the Faith,’’ (the authentic 
statements respecting Catholic missions) , 
the following documents, forwarded from 
the capital by Father Jouen, styled the 
‘Apostolic Prefect of Madagascar.”’ 

The first is addressed to ‘*His Holiness, 
Pope Pius IX.;’’ and the second is repre- 
sented as a letter from ‘‘Radama II. to 
the Most Holy Father the Pope.”’ 

From these the friends of Protestant 
missions will learn with what zeal the 
propagators of popery have entered on 
their work in the newly opened and ex- 
tensive field, and the character of the op- 
ponents which our missionaries will have 
to encounter at the very commencement 
of their work. But, whatever may be 
their designs, we have no serious appre- 
hension that they will succeed in divert- 
ing the minds of the Christian natives 
from the great truths of the Bible, and 
from the simplicity and purity of Chris- 
tian worship. It must, indeed, be an oc- 
casion of regret that a people just emerg- 
ing from the darkness of paganism should 
be perplexed by the conflicting claims of 
truth and error; but we doubt not that, 
as the Word of God has guided and sus- 
tained the Christians of Madagascar amid 
the horrors of pagan persecution, so it 
will preserve them from the subtleties and 
superstitions of Antichrist. 


Copy of a Letter from Father Jouen, Apos- 
tolic Prefect of Madagascar, to His 
Holiness Pius IX. 

‘*Tananarivo, 8th Nov., 1861. 

‘‘Most holy father,—It is no small 
consolation for your children, the mis- 
sionaries of Madagascar, to be able to an- 
nounce to your Holiness that at length 
this great African island is opened to the 
preaching of the gospel, and that the new 
king, Radama Il., has granted to us in 
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this respect all the liberties we could de- 
sire. 
‘*When we arrived at his capital, the 
24th of September, 1861, about a month 
after he had ascended the throne, we 
asked from him permission to establish 
ourselves in the centre of his kingdom, to 
teach the faith, to open schools, and to 
instruct the youth. ‘How!’ cried he with 
emotion, ‘permit you! it is the most ar- 
dent of my wishes ; and not only do I au- 
thorize you, but, as far as in me lies, I 
command you. Go, preach, instruct, 
wherever it may seem goud. All my anx- 
iety is to see the sun of truth light up 
my country.’ 

‘*Such admirable dispositions opened to 
us the grandest hopes. We hastened to 
go to work. I am happy in being able 
to tell your Holiness that no one has been 
before the Catholic missionaries, and that 
they are the first to cultivate this virgin 
soil. 

‘* Already we occupy two of the most 
important positions in Madagascar ; Tam- 
atave, on the east coast, and Tananarivo, 
the capital and centre of the island. 

** We have installed in these places 
priests and nuns, who direct the schools, 
also the charitable establishments. The 
young king views these institutions with 
the greatest delight, and he counts much 
on them for the future of his country and 
the regeneration of his people. 

‘*Tananarivo being the central and 
the most salubrious spot in Madagascar, 
we propose to bring our principal strength 
there, and to make it our headquarters. 
Thence we can diverge over all the inte- 
rior of the island, and we hope to have 
greater power over the provincial popu- 
lation, a8 it generally regulates itself in 
conformity with the capital. 

‘‘Most holy father, if our hopes be 
great, our difficulties are not less so. Al- 
ready the enemy seeks to sow tares in the 
field of the good man. The Methodist 
missionaries, who had been in the capital 
for ten years in the reign of Radama I., 
and who had been driven away by the 
queen Ranavalona, soon re-appeared on 
her death, and hastened to dispute with 
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us the harvest they regarded as their own, 
and of which they sought to obtain ex- 
clusive possession. Happily, the Chris- 
tians formed by them, and whose whole 
Christianity consists in reading the Bible, 
do not appear, at least up to chis time, to 
have prejudices against Catholicity, and 
we have grounds to hope that they will 
soon see the enormous difference which 
exists between the cold and erroneous 
teachings of Protestantism and the im- 
mense resources which the holy Roman 
Catholic and Apostolic church offers to 
them, with its touching dogmas, the 
unity of its faith, the pomp of its wor- 
ship, the treasures of its charity, the grace 
of its sacraments, and the all-powerful 
virtue of the holy sacrifice of the altar. 

‘*Whatever it may be, most holy father, 
we cannot conceal from ourselves the fact 
that the task we have undertaken is one 
of great difficulty. It is not a mere ordi- 
nary island we set out to conquer ; it is a 
country as large as France, that your Ho- 
liness, in the name and behalf of Jesus 
Christ, has charged us to clear; and we 
are authorized to believe that the efforts 
of the demon to preserve his dominion 
will be in proportion to the value and 
importance he attaches to this land. Hap 
pily, the great Apostie has taught us to 
reckon only on the efficacy of the merits 
and the blood of Jesus Christ; it is on 
these alone our confidence reposes, as also 
on the mediation of the holy and Immac- 
ulate Mother of God, and the prayers and 
blessings of your Holiness. 

‘*Behold us, most holy father, prostrate 
in spirit at your feet, which we kiss with 
the deepest and most filial love; and we 
supplicate your Holiness, in all the bounty 
of your tenderness and of your paternal 
heart, to give us your benediction, per- 
mitting especially the most abundant and 
most merciful of your blessings to fall 
on the poorest and most wretched of all 
your children and of all your missiona- 
ries. 


Although the following document is styled 
the letter of Radama, it must be obvious to 
every intelligent reader that it was never 
written by the king; and it is somewhat re- 
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markable that his signature is wanting—an 
omission which we may be enabled hereafter 
to explain. 


Copy of the Letter from Radama ITI. to the 
Most Holy Father Pius IX. 
«‘Tananarivo, 7th Nov., 1861. 

‘‘Most holy father,—I have to an- 
nounce to you the death of my mother, 
which took place the 16th of August, 
1861, as also my accession to the throne, 
with the title of Radama IT. 

“A great conspiracy was formed against 
me to hinder my succession to my mother ; 
but Providence watched over me, and 
confounded all the projects of the wicked. 

‘“*T have, following the example of Jesus 
Christ, pardoned them all, and not one 
drop of blood has been shed. I have 
given freedom to all the unfortunate per- 
sons who groaned in prisons and in 
chains. 

‘*My sole desire, most holy father, is to 
see my people happy and civilized. [ 
think the surest method to attain this end 
is to have them instructed in the Chris- 
tian religion. 

‘*T have, therefore, called the mission- 
aries to me, and have authorized them to 
teach throughout my kingdom. Already, 
the Rev. Father Jouen has arrived in my 
capital with his companions, to open 
schools and charitable establishments, 
which will be directed by thesisters whose 
services he has secured. 

‘*Most holy father, [ am as yet but 
young as a king, and without long expe- 
rience, and [ have great need to be aided 
to fulfil worthily the high mission which 
God has confided to me. I dare to reckon 
on the prayers and the blessings of your 
holiness, and I ask them with all the re- 
spect and affection of a son for his fath- 
er.’’—Lond, Miss. Chron. 


ABYSSINIA. 


The zealous missionary Flad has re- 
cently sent from Habesh an account of 
his labors and of their success, which 
cannot fail to interest the reader. He 
represents the Abyssinian population as 
dead, morally and spiritually, having the 
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form, but denying the power of Christi- 
anity. Yet he has there found souls in 
which the word of the cross had taken 
root. He specially names two, Debetra 
Saneb, the royal chancellor, and his 
brother Debetra Maskal. These two 
pious men hold two weekly prayer-meet- 
ings (Bibelstunden) for the reading of 
the Bible for the benefit of the soldiers 
in the castle, which are numerously at- 
tended. Eight of these have repented of 
their sinful life, and have begun to serve 
God. It is interesting to see how grown 
men sit down and patiently learn the al- 
phabet, that they may be able to read in 
their Amharic New Testament; Flad ob- 
serving, ‘*This is not the work of man, 
but the grace of God, which has the 
power to turn the tearing wolves into 
tame lambs, and the slaves of sin and 
Satan into the free, regenerated children 
of God.”’ 

The mission of the Chrishona brethren 
to the Jews in Abyssinia was directed by 
Flad along with Mr. Bronkhorst for a 
year. During the first half of the year 
their experience was depressing rather 
than encouraging. At length the Lord 
sent forth his light. Almost every day 
Flad’s house in Djenda, where he lived, 
was filled with Jews. Men, youths, and 
women assembled there. The most in- 
teresting conversations were conducted 
between these Falaschas, as these Jews 
are called, and the missionary. The more 
sincere among them attained to the know]l- 
edge of the truth. Ten of them already 
declare before their brethren that Jesus 
of Nazareth was He of whom Isaiah spoke 
(chap. liii). Particularly four among 
them, of whom Beru is the chief, have 
made earnest endeavors in studying the 
gospel. Their spiritual guides breathe 
fire and flame against them and the mis- 
sionary. They even united together in a 
solemn compact for the purpose of driv- 
ing the missionary out of Abyssinia. 

But none of those who had attained to 
the knowledge of the truth have been 
moved. On the contrary, through this 
opposition others were brought to the 
gospel. It may be, that through these 


-_ jig 
= the 
| 
he 
4 
4 
4 
% 
4 
sr | 
| 
| 


22 


converted Falaschas a reformation may 
be wrought in the corrupt church. This 
small company of believers stand in spe- 
cial need of our prayers. Everything is 
against the brethren. Even king Theo- 
doros, who has hitherto been so friendly 
to the missionary, was heard lately to 
say, ‘*Go into your own land, I have 
enough of teachers in Abyssinia.’’ Short- 
ly thereafter, however, they suppose 
through the intervention of the chief 
priest of the Abyssinian church, he said, 
‘*Remain and teach as heretofore the Fa- 
laschas.’’ The future will show how 
long he keeps his word. ‘It is,’’ writes 
Flad, ‘as if all the evil spirits under 
heaven were fighting against us.’ 
Domestic trials also overtook the breth- 
ren, 80 that the Abyssinians triumphed, 
and said that these had happened because 
the strangers did not fast, did not do 
homage to the church, did not pray to 
Mary and the saints. And when Beru 
was ill, and when Flad was sick of the 
fever and afflicted in his eyes, they said 
these must be a godless people, and their 
doctrines must be false. All manner of 
calumnies against them were spread 
abroad. ‘*We often feel,’’ writes Flad, 
‘‘as if we were in the midst of fiends who 
were suffered to display all their enmity 
againet us. Knowing our weakness, we 
trust in Him who makes the weak strong, 
and to Him beall honor! He has already 
been so powerful in us that some souls 
have been rescued from destruction.”’ 

To his parents in Wiirtemberg he 
writes, ‘‘In my work I have reason, God 
be praised, to be cheerful. Some souls 
love the Lord, and are resolved to live to 
Him. Two of them are old men of sixty 
years, with silver hair ; and although they 
are black, yet the peace and the kindness 
of God laughs out of their faces.’’— News 
of the Churches. 


EGYPT. 


For seven or eight years past, several 
American missionaries have been laboring 
in the cause of the gospel at Cairo, Alex- 
andria, and other places in this ancient 
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land of culture ; and now their work be- 
gins to be crowned with a rich reward. 
Their school in Cairo is attended by about 
200, and that in Alexandria by 150 schol- 
ars. There are now more than fifteen 
native agents, almost all Copts, co-operat- 
ing with them. 

The Government of the land have given 
their sanction and approbation to the ef- 
forts of these missionaries; an example 
which might be followed by many a Chris- 
tian Government. Last year, when a 
member of the mission was insulted by 
one, the Viceroy gave orders that this 
violator of the freedom of conscience 
should be severely punished. Shortly 
thereafter he presented to the mission a 
government building in Cairo; and he 
has lately issued the order, that all Pro- 
testant missionaries, as well as all the 
deaconesses stationed in Alexandria, shall 
always have free passage along the rail- 
way from Cairo to Suez, by simply pre- 
senting thei credentials from their re- 
spective consuls. 

This is an evidence how thoroughly the 
Viceroy means what he said, when lately 
in London he assured, in the most gra- 
cious manner, the deputations of the 
Evangelical Alliance which then waited 
upon him, that all the subjects and stran- 
gers in his land would enjoy unrestrained 
the precious blessing of freedom of relig- 
ious profession and freedom of conscience, 
and that he would rigorously support all 
well directed efforts for the mental eleva- 
tion of his people. 

The missionaries, while directing their 
attention to all the inhabitants of the 
land, devote themselves with special care 
to the Copts, who are a yet numerous 
remnant of the ancient Christian church 
of Egypt. Lastautumn one of the Amer- 
ican missionaries visited the Copts living 
in Upper Egypt. His stock of some 8000 
New Testaments which he took with him 
was all speedily bought up, and so eager 
were the people to obtain copies, that he 
could have sold double the number. Every 
where he was received in the most friend- 


ly manner, and whenever he began to 
preach the gospel, large crowds gathered 
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around him. Crowds of men even fol- 
lowed him from village to village, so anx- 
ious were they to hear once more the 
good news. But that which awakened 
the greatest thankfulness and hope, was 
the circumstance that among his hearers 
were several priests, who showed the 
greatest eagerness to learn from him, that 
they might be able to teach their flocks 
the truths they themselves had thus been 
taught.— Translated for News of the 
Churches from ** Neue Evangelische Kirch- 
enzeitung.”’ 


RELIGION IN SWEDEN. 


Speaking generally, it can certainly be 
said that there has always been a certain 
seriousness in the character of the Finnish 
people, a deep-felt want of religion, al- 
though their religious notions have been 
very little developed. Even during times 
of darkness and death among the clergy, 
strong spiritual awakenings have taken 
place among the people in different parts 
of the country, especially in the eight- 
eenth century. These awakenings have 
very often been of an ecstatic character. 
The consequences of these movements 
have commonly been of very little dura- 
tion, probably as they have had few faith- 
ful and enlightened leaders. 

A revival, more important and with 
greater results, commenced, nevertheless, 
at the beginning of this century. In the 
eastern parts of the country, Savolas and 


. Karelen, there arose ‘‘no small stir about 


that way.’’? Thousands of men and wo- 
men were seized by grace, and the move- 
ment spread far and wide. Much imper- 
fection was nevertheless mingled even in 
these movements, not only ecstatic phe- 
nomena, as swoons, groans, and over- 
excited speech, mostly among unpolished 
and young people—and by the impru- 
dent leaders as well as by those whom 
they led, these strange signs were regarded 
as tokens of a higher grace—but also 
more special errors in doctrine. The 
awakened souls in the before-named places 
soon divided into two opposite parties. 
The chief of one of these parties was a 
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peasant, Paavo Rustsalainen, and of the 
other a minister of the Church, H. Ren- 
quist ; and whilst the former partially and 
exclusively preached the doctrine of jus- 
tification, the latter as exclusively taught 
the doctrine of sanctification. 
Eager to stand up against self-right- 
eousness, the first party neglected to take 
heed to their conduct, and sunk down 
more and more into manifest sins, drunk- 
enness, and such like. Renquist, on the 
contrary, with his party, degenerated into 
dead and empty ceremonies and pharisai- 
cal self-holiness. Except two clergymen, 
this revival comprised only peasants. 
Independent of these movements in the 
eastern parts of Finland, another revival 
commenced in the counties of Wasa and 
Uleaborg among the higher classes, com- 
prising even the clergy, and by degrees 
spread to the lower. Even in the Uni- 
versity of Helsingfors the Spirit of the 
Lord worked among the students in such 
a way, that, about 1840, twenty youths, 
awakened and seeking their salvation, 
went out as teachers of parishes, and on 
their different stations worked with more 
or less wisdom and blessing. Thus the 
work of the Lord was spread over the 
whole country. But even these young 
teachers, coming into contact with Rust- 
salainen and his partizans, had become 
tainted by the impurity of their doctrine 
and deeds. I have myself seen some spe- 
cimen of the disgusting deformations of 
this religious movement, which I wish to 
expose to you. In 18431 went to Hels- 
ingfors in order to be present at a meet- 
ing of these young awakened clergymen 
and some laymen. The assembled minis- 
ters amounted to twenty-three. No de- 
scription whatsoever could have made me 
believe what I now experienced. One 
moment they met for devotion, to pray 
and sing, and another moment they joined 
in improper and wanton conversation, or 
even ‘* corrupt communications,” and 
drinking of ardent spirits. When I ele- 
vated my voice against such improprieties, 
the most distinguished among the leaders, 
a highly gifted clergyman, answered me 
with strong expressions against absolute 
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abstinence :—‘‘I prefer to get tipsy as a 
swine to-day ; I can then make a true re- 
pentance to-morrow.’’ Already this ex- 
pression shows you their false idea of re- 
pentance. As falsely they taught about 
faith. ‘They denied all standing in grace, 
and taught only of ‘‘moments in the 
grace,’’ declaring themselves to be chil- 
dren of the devil during the inconsiderate 
life of the day, and so again children of 
God, when in the evening they knelt 
down in prayer and repentance. When 
I expressed my astonishment at their man- 
ner of teaching as well as of living, and 
from the Word of God witnessed against 
it, they all condemned my views. But 
now one of them tried to initiate me into 
the mysteries of their aim in these devia- 
tions from the rule of the Word, both in 
doctrine and life. A more moderate cler- 
gyman said to me: ‘‘I do not wonder at 
your astonishment with our manner of 
living and preaching; but you must be 
aware of one thing: we have two parties 
in the country, with which we wish to 
contrast. On one hand, we have the 
dead orthodoxy of the church, with which 
we contrast through our doctrine ; and, 
on the other, the pharisaical hypocrisy, 
from which we wish to differ through our 
unrestrained manner of life.’? Of course 
I deplored that they had not found a bet- 
ter way of obtaining this aim; that they 
had not sought to differ from a dead or- 
thodoxy through life, power and purity 
of doctrine, and not by false doctrine, and 
from hypocrisy through real and true 
holiness, and not through unholiness. 
The following year one of these minis- 
ters, F. G. Hedberg, came to real light in 
the gospel ; and, amazed at the errors in 
which he himself and all the others had 
been kept, he now powerfully bore wit- 
ness to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 
‘Some of the other clergymen and a con- 
siderable part of the peasants were now 
also brought back into the right way ; 
whilst those who remained in the old er- 
rors anathematized Hedberg and his breth- 
ren. The light of the gospel gave joy 
and strength to the believers; but even 
among these there soon arose a deplorable 
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error, when they took a real Antinomian 
turn, so that Hedburg himself for some 
time taught that there was no need of 
preaching the law. ‘This state of things 
did, nevertheless, not lastlong. Hedberg 
was soon convinced again of the truth, 
and published a treatise against the An- 
tinomianerror. Since that time the light 
of the gospel has more and more spread 
its blessings on the soul of him and his 
brethren. 

Among those who despised Hedburg’s 
evangelical preachings, and remained in 
the above-mentioned absurdities in doc- 
trine and deeds, more than one have sunk 
down into manifest vices, and, as strik- 
ing warnings, served to open the eyes of 
many a devoted partisan, who has now 
found it necessary to search with deeper 
attention into the Word of God, and fly 
from that servitude of men, in which they 
had been kept. 

In this way the leaven of the kingdom 
of God 18 now working more quietly and 
unnoticed, but with more true blessing 
among the Finnish population. The in- 
creased spread of Bibles, tracts, and reli- 
gious treaties in a pure evangelical spirit, 
during these last years, has not a little 
contributed to these happy results. In 
consequence of more liberal laws, seeking 
and believing souls now more frequently 
assemble for devotion in churches and 
private houses, with enlightened clergy- 
men or laymen as leaders. One of the 
most distinguished Finnish ministers, to 
whom I owe part of these details, ends 
his letter in these terme : *‘In spite of the 
numerous errors with which the revivals 
in our country have been tainted, they 
have had an immense influence on the 
whole. 

The spiritual authorities and even the 
theologians at the University, have now 
a more awakened interest than before for 
Christendom and their high calling. The 
efforts made for the instruction and learn- 
ing of clergymen, during these last twenty 
years, have been increased. Youths do 
not now enter into the ministry as incon- 
siderately as before, and the public have 
now much higher claims upon a minister 
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of the gospel than before. Bibles, New 
Testaments, tracts, and religious treatises, 
are spread in enormous quantities. Most 
of the peasantry are now able to read, 
and the zeal for the instruction of chil- 
dren has been increased. 

All this plainly shows us that the vivi- 
fying Spirit of the Lord is working among 
us, and all this good seed promises more 
and more blessed harvests.’’—C. O. Ro- 
senius,in Christian World. 


OUR FIELD. 


Circular Letter from Ministers and Messen- 
gers of the Penobscot, Me., Baptist Associa- 
tion, to the churches which they represent : 


The Saviour exhorted his disciples to 
lift up their eyes, and look upon the fields. 
In a general survey, we may, perhaps, 
hest see the importance of local duty; 
and, when coming together to consider 
the work which we have in common, it 
seems peculiarly proper to lift our eyes 
from stations of individual labor, that we 
may have the advantage and the inspira- 
tion of a wider outlook over the whole 
field; and therefore we propose, as the 
subject of this letter—Ovur FIELD AND OUR 
RELATIONS TO 1T. A walk about our Zion, 
just to mark its geographical boundaries, 
would sufficiently enforce the single sug- 
gestion which we now wish to make. 

Our field, then, what is it? Any one 
of you, with truth enough, perhaps, may 
answer, ‘my field is the little home circle, 
in which I am called to move, and to 
exert what healthful influence I can.’ But 
if you are represented here, this signifies 
that beside your family domain, you claim 
partnership in that church to which you 
belong, as a part of your own field; and 
if you are a consistent disciple of Christ, 
no one has a right to deprive you of your 
share in that, nor have you yourself a 
right to avoid your share of its responsi- 
bilities. 

It belongs to nobody more than to you. 
If the church has glories, they are flowers 
in your sacred enclosure ; if it has broken 
fences, they publish your shame. 
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But do you claim no connections and 
no possessions outside of that particular 
church? Whose is the body to which 
you look for this annual epistle? Is it 
not a platoon of the same army of which 
your particular church is a section? And 
our State Convention, with its associate 
societies, is only a full company or regi- 
ment, of which you are the officers and 
soldiers. If its field has any ownership, 
you are among its joint proprietors. 

And then, must a Baptist,of Maine feel 
that our State boundaries mark the limits 
of his field? Cut us off from all connec- 
tion with the American Baptist Mission- 
ary Union, and we should all feel that it 
was a wrong which we could not endure. 
For we have a share, not only in the rich 
inheritance of its sacred memories, in the 
many monuments of its triumph, in the 
precious dust which it has deposited in 
so many places, but also in the countless 
tender blades, now springing up from its 
seed, and from which such a harvest is to 
be gathered. If our field embraces all 
the land where these seeds ce now ger- 
minating, it is indeed no meagre territory. 
While it includes all these garden spots, 
which we so happily share in common 
with other denominations in these States, 
there cannot be excluded from it immense 
Western Territories, where Cherokee and 
Delaware tribes are looking to us for the 
good word of life. We shall not have 
walked around it, till we have reached 
the Pacific coast ; and there we shall meet 
a brother from Maine, who will be sure 
to convince us that we have but just com- 
menced our journey—that the ocean by 
no means marks its limit. He has not 
been out of our field, when, beyond the 
Pacific, he has proclaimed the tidings of 
salvation on the borders of an empire 
twenty times as large as all New England, 
in whose crowded cities, and along whose 
immense rivers and imperial thorough- 
fares may be found as many human beings 
as a missionary could speak one word to, 
should they be passing his door at the 
rate of one every second, during twelve 
hours a day for more than twenty years. 
Then, from the shores of that empire, 
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coasting around through the gulf of Siam 
into the bay of Bengal almost to the 
Ganges, and ascending the Irrawadi or 
Brahmaputra, till from Himalaya heights 
you could look back across the great Indo 
Chinese peninsula to your starting point, 
on the China sea, above the whole king- 
dom of Siam and the empires of Anam 
and Burmah, with the adjacent provinces 
under the British rule, nearly all within 
that circle is unquestionably our field. 

And then have we no place in the Eu- 
ropean land of scholars and lexicograph- 
ers? Is not Oncken ours? And with 
seventy Baptist churches, and more than 
ten thousand members, is he not in his 
own field in Germany? We are evidently 
commissioned also to keep a gospel taper 
burning at half a dozen stations, whose 
light is to shine upon the land where in- 
fidelity has been able to clothe itself in 
all of French fascination. 


Not forgetting, now, that the Saviour 
has said ‘‘The field is the world,’’ we 
must believe that the portion of it around 
which we have just glanced is, in a pecu- 
liar and very important sense, our field— 
in such a sense ours, that we should be 
obliged to own it as our peculiar guilt, if 
it were neglected ;—in such a sense ours, 
that Christians of all denominations 
would charge us with criminal unfaith- 
fulness should we abandon it. Would 
you be willing to own your connection 
with the Baptists, should they disown 
this field? Would you expect the indig- 
nant ground longer to bear up the walls 
of our college, for the education of the 
sons of a people who would not claim, as 
their own, the field where Boardman lived 
and died? 

If then such is our field, which we 
must be so solemnly bound to cultivate, 
we must be permitted to ask—and this 
question is the main point now in view, 
when upon it we bestow just that portion 
of our time, or influence, or substance, 
which to it really belongs, to whom do 
we give it? 

There seems to be an impression that 
what is deposited in our own treasuries 
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is given away. Does any farmer count 
that seed given away, which he uses in 
sowing his own field? And if he has be- 
come so wealthy in lands that one of his 
servants must be sent off to cultivate a 
distant out-lot attached to the farm, must 
that servant come back to beg of his em- 
ployer the seed and suitable implements 
for planting that field, simply because he 
is not permitted to work in the garden 
near the house? If the seed is most need- 
ed there, the proprietor only wishes to 
know that it is his own field that needs 
it. It is not to be supposed that any 
hireling, more interested than he, must 
come along annually to beg of him that 
which is to enrich and fructify his own 
field. 

No one can doubt that it is now the 
will of God that this field should be bet- 
ter cultivated, and made more beautiful 
and glorious. And since it is so plain 
that, by the most remarkable and almost 
miraculous events of Providence, God 
himself assigned it especially to us, it 
must have been because with us He has 
deposited just the means which He would 
have brought to its cultivation, and of 
course just the means which should be so 
appropriated, the withholding of which 
would doubtless be an injury to us. 

Would not our whole missionary enter- 
prise, then, stand upon much higher 
ground, and all its operations become 
vastly more efficient, if this simple truth 
were clearly understood and sufficiently 
considered, that it is simply doing our 
own work—that it is not, or should not 
be, giving to an agent, or Secretary, or 
even the most devoted missionary, accord- 
ing to what may chance to be his partic- 
ular plea ; but rather taking care of our 
own field, according to its real demand 
and the ability which God gives. When 
our government takes your brother or son 
away into the army, and compels him to 
dig, under the burning sun or in death- 
breeding swamps, is it not the duty of the 
government to clothe and feed him? The 
proper supply of his wants is not so much 
given away. To leave him starving there 
in the government’s own service for want 
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of that supply, would be the criminal 
neglect of the most positive duty. 

And while laborers are in fields where 
they could not be, had we not sent them, 
doing work which could never have been 
theirs had we not laid it upon them, from 
which they are not at liberty to turn away 
while life and health remains, on account 
of obligations to us as well as to God, and 
from which we will not and dare not re- 
call them, would not the neglect of them 
be as criminal in us and as much a neg- 
lect of our own work, as it would be for 
those who send soldiers away from home, 
to leave them starving in their own 
trenches ? 

Does any one say, ‘I am ignorant of 
the disposition that is made of the money 
deposited in our treasuries ?’’ 

We answer, such ignorance is perfectly 
inexcusable. Will the owner of a splen- 
did ship utterly refuse to load it again, 
because he suspects that a mate or a stew- 
ard is unfaithful? He will make it his 
business to see that officers are immedi- 
ately placed there who are faithful. And 
when your royal vessel has proved itself 
80 seaworthy in carrying fvod to millions 
in your own distant fields, is it not your 
business to see that she is constantly 
manned by those who can show the satis- 
factory record of their faithfulness ? 

What a field has God given to us!— 
What an honor if He has given to us the 
ability to cultivate it! Who would wish 
to have it smaller, or the number of thou- 
sands or millions less who, from it, may 
appear in heaven, to show the proof of 
our faithfulness? And, just now, when 
the whole field is threatened with such a 
fearful blight and mildew as we shudder 
to think of, when we are brought to the 
grandest test of rea) discipleship, shall 
we not, as an entire body, give ourselves 
to God in holy consecration this year as 
never before? Who can say that the 
tithes which now, even in the day of our 
great trial, we have the power to bring, 
may not be all that the Lord of the har- 
vest requires, and just such as He would 
be peculiarly pleased to bless? So that if 
we are true to our time and to the field 
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which God has opened to us, when trea- 
son and rebellion shall have received the 
effectual rebuke, when Buddh shall fall, 
and our field has become the garden of 
the Lord, we and our children with heav- 
venly joy may have occasion to say, 
‘‘Thank God, I too was an American’’ 
Baptist. 


BEQUESTS TU MISSIONS. 


This is a subject of no small importance, 
and as it frequently engages the minds of 
some friends of the cause of missions, and 
as there are others who, on the contrary, 
though abundantly blessed with temporal 
goods, are indifferent, we will present a 
few thoughts on this point, hoping to ef- 
fect some good thereby. 

First of all we would remark that it is 
preferable in many respects that a person 
become his own executor. By this we 
mean: That he should give accordingly 
as God has prospered him, and what he 
intends to give, during his lifetime. This 
will save executors’ fees, and prevent, in 
some cases, serious difficulties among heirs 
in regard to wills and bequests. It will 
likewise be a present help, in time of 
need, to the missionary cause. And thus 
the spirit of liberality will be fostered 
and increased, and a blessing acquired by 
the cheerful givers ; for ‘‘It is more bless- 
ed to give than to receive.’’ 

But there may be cases in which it is 
impracticable, on account of various cir- 
cumstances, to give all to the Lord, as 
indicated, and then it is quite proper to 
make the cause of missions an heir in the 
last will and testament. We now submit 
the following points for reflection and 
action : 

1. A considerable number of our mem- 
bers and friends of the cause are wealthy. 
In many cases, if not in all, they must in 
justice ascribe it to the influence of the 
gospel that they are not among the poor 
and indigent, for ‘‘godliness is profitable 
unto all things.”’ It changes drunkards, 
squanderers, spendthrifts, and reckless 
speculators into industrious men, who 
are ‘diligent in business, fervent in 
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spirit, serving the Lord.’”’ Nota few 
have thus been prospered temporally.— 
How proper for them to bring forth 
fruits of liberality and gratitude. And 
how fitting for such the act of adopting 
the missionary cause as an heir, and by a 
noble bequest assisting to send the gospel 
blessings, spiritual and temporal, in all 
directions, to a sin and woe-stricken hu- 
man race ! 


2. By such a bequest, a blessed influ- 
ence will be exerted even long after death. 
While the pious testator is rejoicing in 
the Paradise above, the thought that 
such an offering to the cause of missions 
is continually instrumental in saving sin- 
ners, will be a rich fountain of joy. The 
shouts of angels over sinners brought to 
repentance through the operation of the 
missionary cause, will raise his happiness 
higher in the realms above. And it will 
surely not be diminished by the arrival 
in heaven of such souls as have been 
saved by grace through this instrument- 
ality. This is putting temporal treasures 
into the Lord’s exchange, and getting 
them again, with infinite increase, in 
eternal blessings. 

3. It is not unfrequently the case that 
inheritances turn out destructive snares 
to heirs, especially if great wealth has 
been left for them. Riches which are 
thus gotten without labor, are apt to 
make the heart worldly, proud, and as 
unfit to enter the kingdom of God, as a 
camel is to pass though the eye of a 
needle. Some, also, in a short time 
squander what their parents have ac- 
quired by industry and hard labor. But, 
in regard to money or property left to the 
Missionary Society, no fears need be en- 
tertained that it will be misapplied. It 
will only help in saving souls—a great 
comfort for him who thus ‘‘sets his house 
in order.”’ 

4. Some Christians are blessed with 
wealth, but not with heirs. Others were 
blessed with offspring, but the Lord saw 
proper to call them to the spirit world. 
Is not this a plain indication that in such 
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cases the largest part, if not the whole 
estate, should be given to the Lord, who 
lent it to his steward only for a short sea- 
son? A Christian ought always to in- 
quire : **Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?’? And when the Divine will is shown 
80 clearly, he should respond unhesitat- 
ingly by word and deed: ‘*Thy will be 
done."’ 

5. No enemy to the missionary cause, 
or one that is likely to wrangle with the 
Missionary Society, should be appointed 
executor ; but one who will, in the brief- 
est and cheapest method, execute the will 
of the testator. 

6. The bequest should be made in good 
time, since no one is assured of life. A 
verbal will for benevolent purposes, made 
in the last hour, even in the presence of 
good witnesses, has its difficulties. In 
some States such a will is invalid, as the 
law requires that it should be made at 
least several months prior to the decease 
of the testator. Please bear this in 
mind. 


7. It is best not to trouble the Mission- 
ary Society with conditions. The Board 
can decide best whether the principal or 
only the interest should be applied, ac- 
cording to the circumstances and neces- 
sities of the cause. The General Board 
only can see better where means should 
be applied, as it possesses more informa- 
tion in this respect than other persons 
are likely to have. Numerous conditions 
and provisos in a bequest can only create 
difficulties, and will in some cases make 
it almost worthless to the good cause. 


7. Such a bequest must be written 
plainly and correctly. It should be stat- 
ed whether the bequest consists in person- 
al or real estate, or in moneys, etc., or in 
all; and how much of them. The title 
of the Missionary Society must be stated 
correctly. If one regards himself incom- 
petent, a person should be employed who 
knows how to do it properly. A main 
point is that it be written in such precise 
language as cannot be misunderstood.— 
Evangelical Messenger. 
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CHRISTIAN BENEFICENCE. 

The biography of eminently pious and 
useful men since the Reformation shows 
that great numbers of them have recog- 
nized the obligation statedly to devote a 
portion of their income to charitable uses, 
Lord Chief-justice Hale, Rev. Dr. Ham- 
mond, Baxter, Doddridge, and others reg- 
ularly gave a tenth; Dr. Watts, a fifth ; 
Mrs. Rowe, one half. Rev. John Wesley, 
when his income was thirty pounds, lived 
on twenty-eight and gave two ; and when 
his income rose to sixty, and afterwards 
to one hundred and twenty, he still lived 
on twenty-eight, and gave all the remain- 
der. 

A shvemaker being asked how he con- 
trived to give so much, replied that it was 
easily done by obeying St. Paul’s precept 
in 1 Cor. xvi. 2: ‘*Upon the first day of 
the week let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered him.”’ 
‘I earn,’’ said he, ‘‘one day with another, 
about one dollar a day, and I can, with- 
out inconvenience to myself or family, 
lay by five cents of this sum for charita- 
ble purposes ; the amount is thirty cents 
a week. My wife takes. in sewing and 
washing, and earns something like two 
dollars a week, and she lays by ten cents 
of that. My children each of them earn 
a shilling or two, and are glad to con- 
tribute their penny; 8o that altogether 
we lay by us in store forty cents a week. 
And if we have been unusually prospered, 
we contribute something more. The 
weekly amount is deposited every Sunday 
morning in a box kept for that purpose, 
and reserved for future use. Thus, by 
these small earnings, we have learned that 
it is more blessed to give than to receive. 
The yearly amount saved in this way is 
about twenty-five dollars, and I distribute 
this among the various benevolent socie- 
ties, according to the best of my judg- 
ment.”’ 

A clergyman every Sabbath evening 
sets apart a portion for his charity-fund. 
If at any time he has not the money, he 
credits the sum on a benevolent account. 
As calls are presented, he draws from 
this fund; and if an urgent call at any 
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time requires more than he has thus set 
apart, he charges the balance on his be- 
nevolent account, to be replaced from fu- 
ture incomes. Thus his contributions are 
identified with his own enjoyment of re- 
ligion and growth in grace ; he gives *‘not 
grudgingly,’’ but of ‘‘a willing mind ;”’ 
applications for charity are met with 


_pleasure ; and he feels that in all he re- 


ceives and expends, he is acting as a stew- 
ard of God. He has also secured the 
adoption of the system by his congrega- 
tion with very encouraging success. 

Some, who have little money at com- 
mand, who keep few accounts, and who 
live mainly on the yearly products of the 
ground they cultivate, or other fruits of 
their industry, judge that they conform 
to the spirit of the Divine rule, by giving 
at longer stated periods of such things as 
they bave. One statedly consecrates a 
certain proportion of the products of his 
farm ; another of mechanical labor; an- 
other of the needle, or other domestic in- 
dustry—every one using his Christian 
liberty in giving statedly as he sees best 
in his own circumstances, according ‘‘as 
God prospers him.”’ 

Others, engaged in merchandise and 
extensive business transactions, accus- 
tomed to taking a stated inventory of 
what they possess, familiar with accounts 
and percentages of profit and loss, not 
knowing every Sabbath what has been 
the income of the week, have found great 
satisfaction and a blessing in determining 
beforehand what portion of all the pro- 
ceeds of their business, they will month- 
ly, or quarterly, or yearly devote to be- 
nevolence ; and some have resolved on a 
percentage to be statedly given, and di- 
minished or increased, in proportion as 
God shall prosper them.—Free Nation. 


THE GOSPEL IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 


Mr. Hicks, under date of Aug. 6, 1862, fur- 
nishes to the ‘‘American and Foreign Chris- 
tian Union” an account of his labors among 
the Spanish population in Central America. 
Mr. Hicks is making the noble experiment 
by his own self-sustaining efforts, of carrying 
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the truth among the Spanish population of 
Guatemala and San Salvador, by preaching, 
teaching, and distributing the Scriptures and 
tracts. 


The recent news from San Salvador is 
glorious. By a recent act of the govern- 
ment, that State is to be thrown open to 
all religions, and of course the Bible can 
be freely circulated. 

There are three classes here ; The for- 
eigners that speak English, the colored 
people that speak English, mostly from 
Jamaica, and the Spanish people. I have 
a Sabbath service for the foreigners, and 
a Sabbath evening service for the colored 
people; and I distribute Spanish Bibles 
and tracts among the Spanish. I reach 
the foreign children by a day-school, 
where they have religious instruction ; the 
colored children by a Sabbath-school ; and 
the Spanish children by a free school for 
learning English one hour each day. I 
will explain this last. I require each of 
the Spanish children to have an English 
New Testament, and then they all re- 
peat in concert each word after me. Af- 
ter each verse I have one of them read the 
verse alone ; after which I read the Span- 
ish translation of it over twice to them. 
In this way we go over about thirty verses 
each afternoon. After they have read in 
this way, I spend a little time with them 
in teaching them the names of things in 
English. They learn enough of English 
to keep them constantly interested. I am 
satisfied for my labor while I can have 
them hear so much of the Bible carefully 


yead each day. 


DONATIONS. 
Recervep 1n November, 1862. 


Maine, 


Nobleboro’, Dea. Zenas Hall 
1; Warren, Ladies’ Bap. For. 
Miss. Soc., Mrs. Eliza A. 
Kennedy tr., 12; 

New Hampshire. 

Franklin, Miss Pheba Sanborn 
1; Sanbornton, B. M. Wad- 
leigh 1; Lebanon, ch., mon. 
con. 1.40; Rumney, Wm. Gid- 

dings 3; Antrim, Mrs. Wil- 


13.00 


“Missionary 

x” 3; 

Bap. State Convention, A. J. 
Chapman tr., Stratham, ch. 
2.27; Deerfield, oh. 1; Sut- 
ton, ch. 50 ots.; Dunbarton, 
ch. 50 cts.; Goffstown, Mrs. 

Peacock 1.73; 


Vermont, 
St. Albans, “‘C. H. W.” 1; West 
Topsham, Aaron Sanborn 50; 
Franklin, Elias Truax 90 cts. ; 
Bap. State Convention, E. A. 
Fuller tr., Burlington, cb., 
mon. con. 


Massachusetts. 

Boston, Shawmut Ave. ch., E. 
D. Everett 50; Eugene Wood- 
man, for Bibles in Burmah, 
and to cons. himself H. L. M., 
100; Mrs. Meerean 1; 

Cambridgeport, Ist. ch. Bible 
class 1.50; Brookline, ch. and 
cong., Dea. Geo. Brooks tr., 
mon. con. 28; Newton Centre, 
Rev. C. H. Carpenter 1; Fra- 
mingham, lst ch., Warren 
Nixon tr., 50; 

Salisbury and Amesbury, Sab. 
Sch., tow. sup. of a girl in 
Mrs. Johnson's school, Swa- 
tow, China, 32; Groton Cen- 
tre, ch., of wh. 4 is for Bibles, 
18; 

Worcester, Pleasant st. ch., Lu- 
ther Ross tr., mon. con. 25- 
-05; Chicopee, ch. 4; Ware, 
Mrs. John Pepper 10; Athol 
Depot, ch., mon. con. 1; 

Berkshire Asso., George Millard 
tr., Becket, ch. 12; Hinesdale, 
ch. 4.80; New Marlboro’, ch. 
7.32; West Stockbridge, ch. 


151.00 


80.50 


50.00 


40.05 


35 

Wendell Asso., Geo. W. San- 
derson tr., Amherst, ch. 23; 
West Royalston, ch. 5; Lev- 
erett and Montague, ch., of 
wh. 8 is fr. the ladies, 10.04; 
Sunderland and Montague, 
ch. 1; Petersham, ch. 18.25; 
Shutesbury, ch. 94 cts.; War- 
wick, ch. 2; New Salem and 
Prescott, ch. 63 cts. ; 


Rhode Island. 
North Providence, C. E. Hall, 
tow. sup. of Rev. M. H. Bix- 
by, Shan Mission, Burmah, 
10; Pawtucket, High st. ch. 
13; 
Connecticut, 
Middletown, Ist ch. 
New York. 
New Yerk city, William H. 
Munn, to cons. his daughters, 
Misses Alice Peters, Steph- 
anie B. and Cora Munn, H. 
L. M., 300; Mrs. Charles T. 
305.00 


Jung 5; 


15.40 


68.86 
— 407.53 


23.00 


60.00 
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Benton Centre, ch., Dolly At- 
water, (dec’d) per Rev. A. C. 
Mallory, 5; Farmer, ch., Mrs. 
Sally Hall 5; Springfield, ch., 
for the Assam Mission, care 
Rev. M. Bronson, 5; La- 

nge, ch., A. H, Sleeper 5; 

liften Park, ch. and soc., 

Dea. Luther Benedict tr., 52- 
.35; Boston, Mrs. Firman 2; 174.35 

Seneca Asso., N. W. Folwell 
tr., of wh. 17 is fr. Newfield, 


ch., 19.00 
Niagara Asso., Royalton, ch. 
and cong. 14.15 


Hudson River North Asso., Al- 

bany, Pearl st. ch., per Rev. 

0. Dodge, agent, 100.00 
Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch., to 

cons. Gail Borden H. L. M., 

106.93; Northeast, Henry 

Sage, with other donas. to 

cons. Mrs. Julia O. Sage, of 

Salisbury, Ct., H. L. M., 5; 

Seth Watton 1; per Rev. 0. 

D., agent, 112.93 
Buffalo Asso., Strykersville, 

Charles Richardson, per Rev. 

O. D., agent, 10.00 
Broome and Tioga Asso., West 

Nanticoke, ch., per Rey. 0. 

D., agent, 8.00 
Saratoga Asso., Galway, 2nd 

ch., per Rev. 0. D., agent, 16.00 
Hoosick, ch. 5; coll. at ——. 

ary meeting 10; per Rev. OQ. 

D., agent, 15.00 


— 674.43 


New Jersey. 


East N. J. Asso., Morristown, 
F. M. Soc. 7.37; Middletown, 
Ist ch. 2; 2nd ch. 3; Newark, 
North ch. 4.15; Fairmount, 
ch. 20; Key Port, ch. 26.45; 
per Rev. 0. Dodge, agent, 62.97 

West N. J. Asso., Salem, lst 
ch., Sab. Sch., for Jno. Onck- 
en, Newkirk, Burmah, 25; 
Moorestown, ch., to sup. nat. 

r., care Rev. B. C. Thomas, 
lenthada, Burmah, 24; Al- 
lowaystown, ch. 5.06; Green- 
wich, ch. 8.67; Marlton, ch. 
10; Camden, Stockton, ch. 5; 
per Rev. J. French, agent, 77.93 

Central N. J. Asso., Stockton, 
Sandy Ridge ch., per Rev. J. 
F., agent, 


Abington Asso., Alvinzey Gard- 
ner tr., Damascus, ch. 11; 
Benton, ch. 1.75; Bethany, 
ch. 50 cts.; Union, ch. 1.85; 
the amount (15.10) received 
in Sept. 

Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburg, Un- 
ion ch., of wh. 20 is fr. Dr. 
M. R. Trevor, 2.85 fr. Susan 
Trevor, 3 from Miss M. Elery, 

10 fr. A. V. Verner, 10 fr. B. 

L. Fahnestock, 61.35; 0, 

Blackburn 10; McKeesport, 

of wh. 1 is fr. J. Penny and 


3.00 
— 143.70 


1 fr. J. Trich, 2.85; Mars 
Hill, ch. 9.50; Salem, ch. 7- 
-50; Monongahela city, ch. 
6.50; per Rev. James French, 
agent, 87.70 

Monongahela Asso., Connells- 
ville 3; Flat Woods 8.12; 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 11,12 

Bradford Asso., Troy 1.01; 

Smithfield 20; per Rev. J. 


F., agent, 21.01 
French Creek Asso., Randolph, 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 5.00 


North Philadelphia Asso., Phil- 
adelphia, lst ch., Jno. Hanna, 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 20.00 

Philadelphia Asso., Philadel- 

hia, Broad st. ch., of wh. 25 
s fr. Mrs. P. Barnhurst, to 
sup. Shway D’lay, care of Dr. 
Mason, Toungoo, Burmah, 35. 
fr. Adam Steinmetz, 25 fr. 
James French, 20 fr. Geo. 
Nugent, 15 fr. J. K. Mell- 
vain, 5 fr. Mrs. Mclivain, 10 
fr. Rev. P. 8. Henson, 10 fr. 
Thomas Twedale, 5 fr. J. Hall 
Rohrman, 3 fr. Mrs. H. Rohr- 
man, 2 fr. James B. Rohrman, 
3 fr. M. Barnhurst, 4 fr. 
James Chaffee and family, 6 
fr. L. Dickerman and family, 
5 fr. Mr. Hutchins, 2 each fr. 
Lizzie Lowry, Ophilla Barker, 
Jos. Williams and Esther 
Williams, 2 fr. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis, 1.50 fr. Mr., Mrs. and 
Miss Kerns, 2 fr. Mr. and 
Mrs. Durham, 1 each fr. Mr. 
Martindale, Mrs. Hufty, Mrs. 
Leinan, Mary Hewlings, Mrs. 
Erdwan, Sarah J. Miles, Mr. 
Shepard, Mrs. M. Daniels, 
Mrs. Duff, Mrs. Eshleman, 
Mrs. Beman, Mrs. Crosby and 
Mrs. Wm. Neal, 1 fr. Mr. and 
Mrs. Straum, 1 fr. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hacker, 1 fr. Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. Farmer, 1 fr. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mowrey, and 1 fr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Coxey, 50 cts. 
each fr. Miss Stuart, a friend, 
Miss A. Beavan, Miss Fryor, 
Miss C. Stout, Miss Barry, 
Miss R. Miles, H. Miles, Miss 
Shepherd, Miss Shuster, Miss 
Merchant, Miss Mathes, Anna 
Saul, Kate E. Adams, Mrs. 
Levering, Miss Caddie Lever- 
ing, Miss Martha Levering, 
Mrs. Altemus and Cash, 50 
ets. fr. Mr. and Mrs. Farmer, 
sen., 50 cts. fr. Mr. and Mrs, 
Prim, 25 cts. each from Miss 
E. Stout, Annie Gardner, Miss 
Farmer and Kate Fisher, 10 
ets. fr. Emily and Ann Stuart, 
27.07, mon. con. 244.47; New 
Britain, ch. 26.29; Hilltown, 
ch. 2.70; Less 16.05 reported 
twice fr. Great Valley, ch., 

per Rev. J. F., agent, 257.41 

402.24 

Less amt. fr. Radnor ch., Cen- 
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tral Union Asso., reported 
twice, 


Indiana, 


Madison Asso., North Madison, 
ch., by J. R. Osgood, per Rev. 
8. M. Osgood, agent, 

Northern Indiana Asso., Kings- 

- bury, ch. 5.28; South Bend, 
ch. 26.12; Laporte, ch., of 
wh. 5 is fr. Sab. Sch., tow. 
sup. of Salong, nat. pr., care 
Rev. B. C. Thomas, Hentha- 
da, Burmah, 11.89; per Rev. 
8. M. U., agent, 


Illinois. 


Bloomfield Asso., Heidles Prai- 
rie, ch., per Rev. 5. M. Os- 
good, agent, 

Carrolton Asso., White Uall, 
ch. 5.05; Winchester, ch., of 
wh. 1.70 is fr. Sab. Sch., 25- 
-38; Carrollton, ch., with oth- 
er donas. of this Asso. to cons. 
Miss Sarah 8. Colby H. L, 
M., 39.70; Jerseyville, ch., 
28.85; Curlinville, ch. 13.65; 
Girard, ch. 14; Virden, ch., 
with other donas. from this 
Asso., to cons. Kev. Frank M. 
Ellis H. L. M., 15.75; coll. 
by Rev. J. L. Douglass, per 
Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 

Clear Creek Asso., Vutch Ridge, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. agent, 

Chicago Assv., Elgin, cu. 9; 
Bloomingdale, ch. 1; Ringold, 
ch, 1.50; per Kev. 5. M. O., 


agent, 

Edwardsville Asso., Upper Al- 
ton, ch., of wh. 4,55 is fr. 
Fem. Karen Miss. Soc., Miss 
Mary Vicott tr., coll. by Rev. 
J. L. D., per Rev. 3. M. 0., 
agent, 

Illinois River Asso., Canton, 
ch., coll. by Rev. J. L. D., 
per Kev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Kankakee Asso., Kev. G. K. 
Buering tr., coll. by Rey. J. 
L. D., per Rey. 5. M. O., 


agent, 

Ottawa Asso., Ottawa, Samuel 
Eustis, coll. by Rev. J. L. D., 
per Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 

Springfield Asso., Springfield, 
lst ch., coll. by Rev. J. L. 
D., per Rey. S. M.V., agent, 

General Asso., coll. in Alton, by 
Rev. J. L. D., per Rev. 8. M. 
O., agent, 


flowa. 


Burlington Asso., Washington, 
ch., U.S. and L. M. Whiting, 
per Kev. S. M. Osgood, agent, 

Ceutral lowa Asso., coll. by 
Rev. I. J. Stoddard, per Rev. 
5S. M. 0., agent, 

Oskaloosa Asso., coll. 1.18; Ot- 
tumwa, ch. 1.55; Coal Creek, 
Rev. N. Hayes 50 cts. J. P. 


91 


Donations. 


— 401.33 


2.00 


43.29 


2.00 


142.38 


1.00 


11.50 


16.35 


14.00 


1.96 


5.00 


7.60 


45.29 


258.26 


[January, 1863, 


McRea 25 cts; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Edwards 40 ots; Pella, Ist 
ch., coll. by Rev. J. L. Doug- 
lass, 6.65; per Rey. 8. M. 0., 
agent, 

Upper Des Moines Asso., coll. 
by Rev. 0. A. Holmes, per 
Rev. 5. M. 0., agent, 

State Bap. Convention, coll. at 
Des Moines, by Rev. J. L. D., 
per Kev. 5. M. O., agent, 


10.53 
4.00 


21.90 
— 50.43 
Michigan. 


Grand Rapids, Rey. C. Carroll 
Miller 

Washtenaw Asso., Ann Arbor, 
ch., Rey. 5. Cornelius, per 
Rey. 5. M. Osgood, agent, 


5.00 


15.00 
20.00 


Ohio. 

Welch Hills, ch., Sab. Sch., per 
D. E. Davis, Supt., 

Maumee Asso., Maumee city, 
Father Barlow, per Rev. 3. 
M. Osgood, agent, 1.00 

Grand Kiver Asso., L. Gould 
tr., of wh. 9.55 is fr. Fem. 
Beney. Soc., 17.55; Jefferson, 
ch. 7.54; Colebrook, ch. 5.15; 
Cherry Valley, ch. 2; Wil- 
liamsfield and Andover, ch. 

1.76; the amount (34) report- 
ed in Uct., 


3.00 


4.00 
Wisconsin. 
Raymond, Danish ch., for Bi- 
bles for the heathen, per Rev. 
S. M. Osgood, agent, 
Maryland. 
Baltimore, Madison Square Bap. 
Sab. Sch., James P. Frames 
tr., 10; Taneytown, ch. 5; 
Nebraska. 
Nebraska Asso., coll. 3.86; 
Bellevue, ch. 4.14; per Rev. 
5.M. Osgood, agent, 


3.00 


8.00 


Oregon. 
Central Asso., by Rev. 3. Cor- 
nelius Jr., per Rey. O. Dodge, 


agent, 6.70 


2,211.10 
Legacies. 


Newton, N. H., Miss Betsey 
Farmer, per Thomas J. Good- 
win, Exr., 2,000.00 
YX. Elijah Withington, 
8. 8. Jocelynand J. B. Al- 
man, Exrs., per Rey. 
Dodge, agent, 


v0. 
100.00 
-——-2100.00 


$4,311.10 
Total from April 1 to Nov. 29, 1862, $3v,- 
768.60. 
Donations in Goods. 
Woburn, Ms., Ist ch., Ladies’ 
Miss. Soc., 1 bbl. Clothing, 
for the Delaware Mission, 
care Rev. J. G. Pratt, 
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